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32d CoNGREss,
1st Session.

Rep. No. 123.

H. oF REPS.

JOHN H. PIATT-HEIRS OF.
[To accompany bill H. H. No. 200.]

FEBRUARY 12, 1852.

Mr. EDGERTON,

from the Committee of Claims, made the following

REPORT:
Tl~e

Committee of Claims, to whom was rreferred the memorial of the legalrrerresentatives of John 1-I. Piatt, 'reporrt:

This clail'D. has the merit of age, and the usual age of neglected merit;
and if that can add to its importance, it should now command our attention. Dut age, without industrious prosecution on the part of the claimant,
has generally been an obstacle to suecess; and the principle seems to have
been adopted, that neglect on the part of Congress was to some extent
justified, because it was the surest road to defeat, as the government could
not only outlive the proofs, but the means and hopes of those they would
benefit.
This case has so long been before Congress for its action, that it has an
historical interest which proves how deep and lasting an injury government
can inflict by indifference and neglect. Congress is so much influenced by
the clamors of the living, affecting the personal and political hopes of its
members, that it too often forgets the rights of the dead. The even-handed
justice which government requires of its citizens in their intercourse with
.each other, it has, in this instance, itself withheld. This case is not surrounded so much with real difficulty as with differences of opinion, caused
by confused statements of the accounts in which the important facts and
truths of the case are involved, and confonmled with the intricacies of figures; and the balances of the accounts, in the various and perplexing forms
.of statement upon a too slight examination, taken for facts when they were
merely the speculations and errors of the accountants. And this has been
the fruitful source of the hitherto successful objections and delays; for it is
easier to make objections hased upon these confused and erroneous statements, than, by a patient and impartial examination, to arrive at correct
.co11clusions; and the objector consoles himself for this act of injustice, in
thus defeating what he does not wish to understand, by the credit he obtains
.as a guardian of the treasury-for a watchfulness and sagacity he ne-rer
exercised.
It is not deemed necessary to incorporate into this report a full history o
this case. It has heretofore been patiently and carefully examined, and
every fact and point necessary to its full understanding and development
considered nnd prescntecl. The committee refer to reports previously made,
.and part_icuhu]y to the reports of .this committee made to the thirtieth and
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thirty-first Congresses, with the accompanying papers, and make them a
part of this report.
.
To euable, however, some subsequent remarks herein made, to be fully
understood, the committee will state briefly some of the main features of
the claim.
On the 26th of January, 181Lt, John H. Piatt made a contract with the
Secretary of War to supply the northwestern army with such rations as
should be required from the first day of June, 1814, to the 31st day of
May, 181.5, both days inclusiYe. The full and f}1ithful performance on the
part of Piatt, of all the stipulations of this contract, binding upon him, are
never denied or questioned, except in the report made to the Senate in
1840, by Mr. Hubbard, and even he says that "Piatt complied with the
terms of his contract, so far as furnishing supplies to th~ satisfaction of the
government;" and the Second Comptroller of the Treasury, in a report
made to the Senate February 15, 1821, says that, "notwithstanding the
depreciation of the currency and the credit of the government, the ·contractor, by means of his own funds and that of his friends, continued his
suppli.es to the termination of his contract, with01.d a single failuTe, to the
satisfaction of the government and the commanding officers of the northwestern army ;" and nothing more, in any way aff'ect.ing his right to full
payment, was required of him : and this ,:vas done, it must be borne in
mind, while former and other contractors, at higher rates, when payments
were made in specie, and government made liberal advanc:es, failecl, and
the government sustained heavy losses. It may 'vith truth be said, that
Piatt, during the period embraced by his a1:counts, vvas the sustaining power, which neYer failed, of the northwestern army, as a failure in the supply
of food would have been more disastrous than a defeat in battle. }\)Iilitary
skill and personal courage could overcome everything but hunger. To this,
,,,ithout Piatt's patriotism, energy and integrity, it must have surrendered,
for the resources of the government were entire]y exhausted. It is to individual enterprise, energy and courage, that governments are often indebted
for their. successes, but the means of averting a disaster or securing ~ triumph are often buried with the occasion and forgotten. with the rejoicing.
Past services, it seems, must ever be sacrificed to the present prosperity of
the government and the future ambitious expectations of those who administer it. Thus Piatt was neglected and imprisoned by the very government
he had sustained, and died at the doors of its trcasmy, demanding the rights
which are yet withheld. Piatt's accounts were rendered as required by the
contract, and wit~1in the time specified. The contract commenced June 1,
1814, and the aer:ount:g wen~ rendered August G, 1814; November 4, 1814;
February 27, 1815; but. the accounts were not examined by the officers of
the government, as required by the f:ontract, which provided " that no
unnecessary or unreasonable delay, on the part of the officers of the govermnent, should be given to the examination and settlement of the accounts;"
find this principle should ha. ve been applied to the settleinent of tl1e accounts under the assurances as well as under the contrctct. The accounts,
although promptly rendered, were not examined ancl settled iu ll reasonable
time, for in December, 1814, when Piatt came to Washington, Ringgold, in
his singular statement, says he vms directed by Mr. lVIonroe to assure JVIr.
Piatt that he "would h:~ve an immediate inYestigation of the state of his
accounts," which, it appears, had been theretofore neglected.
The lOth stipulation of the contract clearly contemplates the advance
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of money, and carries with it authority to draw upon the government.
Piatt di!l clraw upon the p;oYernment, hut his drafts \vere "protesteJ for
"\nmt of funds to med their payment," in the language of l\!Ir. Calhouu's
letter of ~lsi February, 18_20, and not because they were drawn without
<nlihority. The Second Comptroller of the Treasury, in his letter of the
1--lth Fclmmry, 18:21, (sec American State Papers," Claims," p. 784,) says
thnt "on such contrncts nt that time, (1814,) large aciYnnr.es were always made llefore the contract commenced," and that the first warrant
drawn for Piatt ·was on the 22d of July, some time after he commenced
issuing, nnd for only $20,000. He ·was, therefore, during the \vhole period largely in adv<q1.ce.
These protests, ancl the diffi culties ancl embarrassments they occasioned,
hrought lVIr. Piatt to Washington in Decernber, 1814, ·when, under the
circumstances, he felt compelled to abandon his contract. He knew himself, was ad Yised hy counsel- and the department did not deny his right
to do so, <md l\1r. Calh01m, in his letter a1Joye reierr~d to, says in this
connexion-" that the contractor, under the circumstances -vvhich he alleges,"·-aml the truth of his allegation in this respect was never questioned" would not have been held responsihle to the government in the courts of
justice, for the damages to the government for the non-fulfilment of h:s
contract; " ancl further, that this was probably the inducement to the
Se.cretary of W<H to make the promise of indemnity, if it was made; ancl
on this point there is sufocient evidence, for it is clearly pro,·ed, ancl in
the only mode in which it co·uld be proYcd, and Congress, with all the
testimony before it, recognised the fact by the act of t)th May, 1820, authorizing allm:~.·anccs hased upon this promise of indemnity.
It is allmitted that :Mr. Piatt, under the promise of indemnity and after
the first of January, 181:3, supplied the northwestern army with 730,070 /o
rations. There is no dispute as to the mnnber; and a fair price, as proved
hy competent testimony, was forty-fiye cents each, making $:328,531 54.
There being, therefore, no dispute about the number of rations furnished,
or the price, the question arises, has this sum been paid to Piatt, or to his
legal representati \·es? There can be hut one answer: and that is, Certainly
not, for he reeeivecl only the contract price, $1-18,7Dl 87, and the amount
of the allowance l>y the act of the 8th May, 1820, $--18,2!30 77, leaving
due him $131,508 90, the amount now claimed.
But :Mr. Piatt, clming the same period, performed other services for the
goYernment, anc1 it is connecting in the same accoLmts these other services
with those he was uound to periorm uncler his contract, and did perform
under the assurances, that has prot1ucecl so much eonfusion and misunderstamling.
First. He supplied the Indians and distressecl inhahitants, and McArthur's
expedition, and ·was p<iid for th1s service, hy " allowances" by the vVar
Department, $28,295 lG.
Second. He sufferr(l losses by protests, interest, &c., and was paid for
them under the " decisions " of the same dcp~lrtmcnt.
Third. He transported pro\ isious outside _of his contract} and performed sundry other miscellaneous senices, and was pai<l under. the "de ..
cisions" of the Treasury Department.
Had these different sen·.ices ncYer been connected together by him, or
by the department, in the st<d.cments of the acrounts, much of the difficul'"'
ty now in the way of a clear understanding :mel adjustment of the claim
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would have been avoided. Keeping these sevetaf matters entirely distinct
from the supplying of rations under the contract, and umler the assmances
and the payments ma!le by the department on account of them, and there
is no difficulty in ascertaining the precise character and justice of the
claim, and its amount.
On the 8th May, 1820, Congress pass:e!l an act for Mr. Piatt's relief,
and "authorized and required" the Treas-ury Department "to settle the
accounts of John H. Piatt, including :his· accotmts for transportation, on
just and equitable principles." It cannot, of course, he contended that the
settlement of 2---lth February, 1818, by which a balance of $48,2:30 77
was found due the United States, \vas the settlement "cmthorized and required;" neither will it Le contended 1hat the stntem~nt made under tht>
acts referred to,. sho,:v-ing a balance clue Piatt of $63,620 48, was sur.h a
just and equitable settlement of the accounts as was contemplated, or "authorized an(l required,," for the officer making it says, in his letter of July
7, 1820, that Hseveral items of his account are suspended for further in-·
formation;:" and thus, in this statement, he was a·ilowed nothing for assur_.
C).nces... The committee ean,' therefore, come to no other conclusion thar.u
that th-e only statement of the accounts made at the Treasury Department
l~pon jiust and equitable principles, as authorized and required by the act of
8th May, 1820, was that nxade on the 18th February, J 823. This state-ment show& a balance due Mr .. Piatt of $192,498 G6. By adding to it
the acknowledged error of $2,630 73, and cleducting the $6:3,620 4S,.
which was an ascertained balance on a statement of the ar:counts, under the·
act of 1820, exclusive of assurances, but not paid at the time this state-ment was made, and not unt~l after the appropriation of 1824, and the·
balance remains: of $131,,008 9D-the amount due Piatt upon e\ery principle of justice am~ eg;u~ty. For the payment of tbis, smm the committee:
rep_o rt a bi] 1..

IN HousE· oF· REPRESENTATIVEs-July

12,. 1848 ..

The Committee of Claims, to whom was rife?'?'ed the pet-ition of tTie legal
'rep?'esentatives of John JI. Piatt, TepoTt:
That on the 26th day of January, 1814, the said John H. Piatt entered
into a contract with the Secretary of vVar, by which he stipulated to· snppJyand issue all the rations that should be required for the use of the United
States, at all and every place or. places where troops might be stationed,
marched or recruited, within the limits of the States of Ohio and Kentucky,
and within the lVIichigan territory and the northern vicinity, from the 1st
day of June, 1814, to the 31st of May, 1815, both days inclusive. The
component parts of the ration were fixed by the contract, and also the price
at which it was to be delivered at the various places named therein, ranging
from nineteen to twenty-three cents for each ration. T:fue tenth clause of'
the contract is to this effect: "That all such advances·of money as may be·
made to said John H. Piatt, for and on account of the supplies to be fur- ·
nishe(l pursuant to this contract, shall be duly accounted for by him, by
way of set off against the amount of said supplies, aru! the surplus, if'
any, paid to the United States immediately after the expiration of the term,~
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of this contract, together with an interest of six per cent. 1)er annum from
the time of such expiration until ihe same shall be aetually repaid." And
it further provides that, if any balance shall be found due the said Piatt, it
shall immerliate·Jy he paicl by the United States.
That, after the making of the said contract-, and while the said John H.
Piatt was exerting l1imself to fulfil the same, that is to say, about the 10th
of September, 1814, shortly after the capture of \Vashmgton c.ity and the
burning of the capitol and public offices, the several banks in the Unitecl
States, south and west of Boston, ceased to pay specie, and their paper,.
which thus became greatly less in value th:m gold aml silver, was the sole
currf'ncy of the country; that it was issued freely, and was not in effect
subject to reclemption; ancl thus becoming abundant, it greatly enhanced
the price of provisions and the cost of transportation.
That after this date, the government made no ::!Llvances in gold or silver,
or funds of f'qual value, to the sai<l John II. Piatt, or any payments to him
for his supplies therein; hut the saitl Piatt, within the year 1814, drew
drafts on the treasury to a l:uge amount, IYhich he procure<l to l>e discounted
at divers banks, and rece iYc(l therefor this depreciated currency in order to
raise funds to apply to his said conhaet; that these (lrafts, to the amount of
$140,000, werC', in the month of December, 1814, umler protest for nonpayment, owing to the inability of the treasury, though the snifl Piatt was
n t that time in advance more than $200,000.
The protest of thes~ drafts greatly injurefl the credit of :Mr. Piatt; nnd
that, together \vith the scarcity and high price of p1~ovisions an<1 the almost
impassable conclition of the roads, cm1sed mueh anxiety <md alarm for the
condition of the northw·estcr!l army. On the 2Gth day of December, 1814,
General ·M cArthur made a requisition on NI:r. Piatt for 800,000 rations, to
be delivered chiefly on the frontier hy February 1, 1815; and, in a communication to the governor of Ohio, and through him to the legislature of that
State, he expressed his belief that it would be out of the power of the con- ,
tractor to furnish the necessary supplies; and that, unless otherwise relieved,
the army would be compelled to disband and leave the fi'op.tier exposecl to
the tlepreclations of the -enemy. The evidence taken before a committee of
the Ohio legislature sho-vvs that the actual cost of the rations could not he
less than from 45 to 50 cents per ration, the transportation of flour per barrel costing from
to
These facts were promptly communicate(l by General McArthur to the Secretary of \Var.
Under thes2 circumstances the said Piatt came to V/ ashington in the month
of Decen~ber, 1814; he pressed for an ndjustment of his accounts, which
was promised him; and advances not having been made him nccording to
the terms of the contract ancl the usages of the department, nor payment in
money for his actual balances, he consultetl counsel learned in the law, who
ad vised him that he was absolved from his contract. He . thei-efore determined to abandon it, and m<Hle known to Mr. Ivionroe, then Secrett1ry of
War, his purpose to do so .
Mr. Nionroe cli<1 not 2t all deny the right of J\1:r. Piatt to abamlon the
contract for the cause assjgnet1, but addressed himself to his patriotism; represented the consequences to the country, as most disastrous, if these supplies should fail, ancl agreed to indemnify him from loss if he vwuld. go on
and fumish them. J\'lr. Piatt determined to do so, and the Secret<ny of
vVar having furnished him ·with such means as were in his power in the then
embarrassed conclition of the treasury, he \Yent on without any cash a'd-
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vances from the government, amid the derangement of the currency, partly
\vith such depreciated bank notes as he could procure ''rith treasury warrants,
whieh there w<::re no funds to meet, and partly by means of. his O\Vn credit
and that of his fril:ntls, and purch~1sed the neccssa:·y suprlies, for which he
was compelled to pay exi.ra 1.ragantly high prices, procured at stil1 higher
rates, the requisite heavy amount of transportatioll, and thus furnished supplies for the whole north·w estern army wherever they were marched or wherever stati,oned. This ·was clone at an· immense sacrifice l>eyoml the contract
price of the rations; and Ivir. Piatt, \\'hen he rendered his final account to ·
the department, claimed, under the assurances of the Secretary of War, to
be reimbursed the actual cost of the supplies furnishGd, antJ a reasonable allowance for his own serYices and .that of his ngents.
That the Third Auditor, in adjusting his account, made the c.ontract of
January 26, 1.814, the basis of his estimate; a large <1mount of the aceount
not being duly certified anfl proYed, was rejected, and the statement so
made brought :Mr. Pirttt in rlcbt to the United Sbltes ~~-1.8,230 77, for which
suit was immediately brought against him. Under these circumstances he
petitioned Congress for reli ef, and an act was passecl on the 8th of Niay,.
1.820, which directerl the accountinp.: officers of the treasury to settle his
accounts " on just ancl equitable principles, giving all due ·weight to the
settlements and allowances already made, and to the assurances <mel clecisiom; of the War Department;" btlt with a proviso that the allowances
made uncler these assurances shou] d not exceed the amount then claimed by
the United States, for which suits had been brought.
Under the provisions of this act, l\!Ir. Piatt's accounts were re-examined
by the proper accounting officers of the treasury, aml he was fountl entitled
under his contract, without regard to the assurances given him by the War
Department, to an additional allowance of ~p7G,475 85, most of 'VVhich had
been suspended in the first statement of the , Thinl Auditor, by reason of
some form<1l defects in his eviclence. This sum was reduced by $12,855 37,
the amount of an error in the former statement, ancl the balance of $G3,G20 48 was, long after ~/[r. Piatt' s f.!eath, under the act of May 2~1, 1824,
paid over to some creditors as his assignees. His account "\vas al~o restated, under the act of May 8, 1820, "gi1:in,Q,· all d!le we£ght to the assuTances a'n d decisions of the WaT DepoTtment ;" and on this restatement there
was found due lVIr. Piatt, 'u,nder thnse assurances, the further sum of $179,739 67 ; o£ this there was appliel1 to the claim agajnst him,, for whieh suit
was pending, ~qS,230 77, leaving a balance of $131)508 90 found to l>e
due to him by the accounting officers of the treasury. This sum has never
yet been paid, and is now due to the petitioners, as the representatives of
the ~aid John H. Piatt, deceased .
This elaim has been four times reported upon by committees of Congress ; first in 1823, and again in J 82c1, l>y a select committee of the House
of Representatives, ·who, after <m elaborate investigation-the matter being
then recent-fully sustain the justice of the claim ; next by a committee of
the Senate, in 1834, who came to the same eonclusion; and lastly, by a
committee of the Senate, in 1.8-10, who reported against the claim. This
last report was obviously founded on an erroneous construction of tLe contract of January 26, 1814, and an omission of an important part of the eyidence now before your committee.
Your committee are well satisfted of the justice of the claim, and that it
has been too long withheld ; they accordingly report a l>ill for its payment,
and recommend its passage.
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To the honorable t!u~ Senate and !louse of nepresentaft1}CS of the United
~.<., tatcs,
1

in Cong1·ess assembled:

The petilion of the undersigned, heirs and legal representatives of John H.
Piatt, late of Hamilton county, and State of Ohio, deceased,
llESPECTF ULL Y REPRESENTS :

That, on the 26th day of January, 181~1, the sai(l John H. Piatt entered
into a contract with the Secretary ofvVar, hy which he stipulated to supply
antl issue all the rations that should be required for the use of the United
States at all antl every place, or places, where troops might be stationed,
marched, or recruited, within the limits of the States of Ohio and Kentucky,
and within the 1\'[ichigan territory, and the northern vicinity, from the 1st
day of June, 1814, to the 31st of N.Iay, 1815, both days inclusive. The
component parts of the ration were fixed by the contract, and also the price
at which it was to be deliverc(l at the various places named therein. The
tenth clause of the contract is to this effect : "That all such advances of
money as may be made to said· John H. Piatt, for and on account of the
supplies to be furnished pursuant to this contract, shall be duly accounted
for by him, by way of set off against the amount of such supplies, and the
surplus, if any, paid to the United States immediately after the expiration
of the term of this contract, together with an interest of six per cent. per
annum from the time of such expiration, until the same shall be actually repaid." And it further provides, that if any balance be found (lue the said
Piatt, it shall immediately be paid by the United States.
This clause in the contract, (8s your petitioners nre advised,) upon a fair
construction, contemplated a(lYances in money to the probable amount in
value of the supplies, in order to put the contractor in funds for their purchase and transportation ; an<l such construction becomes the more reasonable when the nature of the senice is considered, the funds necessary to be
employed, and the usage of the department in like cases not only to pay
promptly, but to make large <mel adequate advan<;es.
Your petitioners further state, that after the making of said contract, and
·while the said John H. Piatt "·as exertinr.· himself to fulftl the same-that
is t9 say, about the lOth of September, l814, shortly after the capture of
vVashington city ancl the burning of the capitol and public offices-the
several banks in the Unitccl States south and west of Boston ceased to pay
specie, and their paper, which thus became greatly less in value than gold
and silver, was the sole currency of the country; that it was issued freely,
and was not in effect subject to redemption; and thus becoming abundant
in the country, it greatly enhanced the price of provisioHs and the cost of
trar.sportation. That, after this date, 'the government made no advances
in gold or siln'r, or funds of equal value, to the said John H. Piatt, or any
payments to him for his supplies therein; 1mt the said PiaU, within the
year 1~1-l, drew drafts on the treasury to a large amount, whieh he procured to be discounted at diYers hauks, and recci \·eel therefor, this depreciate<l cnrrcncy, in order to raise funds to apply to his said eontract.
That these drHft~, to tbc amount of ~U40,000, wen~ protested for nonpayment, owing to the innbility of ibc treasury, though the S<lid Piatt was
at that time in advance more than ~]~800,000.
Under these circumstances the said Piatt came to Washington, in the
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month of December, 1814; he pressed for an adjustment of his accounts,
which was promised him; and arlvances not having been made him aecorcling
to the terms of the contract and the usages of the department, nor payments
in money for his actual balances, he consulted counsel learned in the la·w,
who advised him that he was absolved from hi9 contract. He therefore
determined to abandon it, and made known to Mr. Monroe, then Secretary
of War, his purpose to do so. :Mr. :Monroe did not at all deny the right of
Mr. Piatt to abandon the contract, for the causes assigned, but addressed
lhimself to his patriotism-represented the consequences to the country as
most disastrous, if these supplies should fail, and assured Mr. Piatt "that
lhe should have justice done him," or that he should not be injured, or words
)o that etTect, (as the langu~ge is remembered by the Hon. John :McLean,
,Dr "to go on and he should not be the loser by it," as stated by 1'Ir. Tench
Ringgold, in a paper communicated by him to lVIr. :Monroe, in oppositiqn
Ito l\!Ir. Piatt's claim.
Your petitioners further represent, that Mr. Piatt, after a full conversation
with Mr. lVIonroe, determined to go on and furnish the necessary supplies,
(which '~re well knew he could not furnish at the contract prices without
utter ruin to his fortunes,) under the assurance and belief . that the UniteJ
:States would indemnify him for all loss. He so said to the Hon. John McLean immediately after parting with lVIr. lVIonroe; he so stated to Mr. D.
Parker shortly thereafter; he so wrote to his agent, Hugh Glenn, at Cin-cinnati, in a letter dated .January 10th, 1815 ; and he so said to James
.Niorrison, the quartermaster general at Washington, soon after the conversation with Mr. ~1onroe, and again on his way home, while descending the
Ohio river. Your petitioners are advised by their counsel that it is fully
proved that the contraet -vvith Mr. Piatt was, on the 1st of January, 1815,
forfeited by the Uni.tecl States, in strict law, by non-compliance on her part
with its most essential conditions--p1·ompt payment in cash, or its equiva·
lent, for rations furnished; and by the protest of his drafts, whieh were
drawn for sums then actually due him; and nlsQ that l\/[r. Pia it had a moral
anrl equitable right to abamfon the contract, on the ground that such advances as were usual under like c.ircumstances, qnd snr.h as the necessities of
the service required, were not made hirn; <Hid because such payments as
were in fact made him were made in treasqry \Vll.rrants 1 then only convertible
into a depreciated curreney.
·
That lVIr. Piatt had a right to abauclon his contract s~erns to have been
conceded by the Secl'etary of Wn.r, in the conversation referred to, That
he had sueh right~ is an opinion unequivoca.lly expres""ed by the Hon, John
:McLean , who was present at the conversation, and fiuniliar with all the
facts ; and the samu opinion is unhesitatingly expressed hy a committee of
the House of Representatives, (who exmnined this chlim in 1824,) in are.,.
port made by one of the ablest jurists of that as well as the present time:
Your petitioners further represent that the said John H. Piatt, in the
full eonfidence and belief that he ·would be indemnified for all losses , went
on without any cash advances from the government, amicl the derangement
of the currency, partly with such depreciated bank notes as he could pro,..
cure vvith treasury warrants, which there vvere no funds to meet, aucl partly
by means of his own credit and that of his friends, and purehased ihe necessary supplif's, for which hf' wa~ rompellcrl to pay cxtr:-tv<~gantly high prices,
procured at still heavier rates the requisite amount of transportation, and
thus furnisheLl supplies for the whole northwestern army, \Vherever they
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'vere marched, or \Yherever stationed. Tlti · was done at an i111meuse sac1i..
fice beyond the contract price of the rations; and Mr. Piatt, when he rendered his final account to the <lepartment, claimed, under the assurances of
the Secretary of \Var, to be reimbursed the actual cost of his supplies fur-'
nishcd, and a reasonable allowauce for his own services and that of his
agents.
That the Thinl Auditor, in adjusting :Mr. Piat,t's account, took th~
contract of January 26, 1814, ns the basis of settlement. He rejected
everything, under thnt account, 'vhich was not certified and provetl strictly
in point of form, without regard to the difficulty of procuring such proof i
and, on this st<1temcnt of the <tccoun1s, brought Mr. Piatt in dclJt to the
government $18,;230 77, for which, being in attendance here to settJe his
claims, he was arrested, an<l helcl in cttsto,1y of the marshaL Mr. Piatt
was, at this time, wholly without resources ; every dollar of his actinj
means was exhaustcll, and all his real estate pledged to outain the means
of supplying the army. _In addition to which, he had involved his friends
in the ruin urought on himself by his confidence in the justice of his country:
Under these circ·umst<mces he pe1ltloned Congress for relief, and it was
extended to him, out with a most sparing hand. By the act of the 8th of
Niay, 1820, his right to (lllowanccs ueyond his contract \Y:1~ admitted, The
accounting officers of the treasury were directed i o settle his accounts "on
iust and equitable principles, giving alJ due weight to the settlements and
allowances alreadf made, and to the assuTances and decisions of the War
Department," uut with a proviso that the allowance, under these assurances,
should not exceed the amount tben claimed by the United States, (which
was $48,230 77 ,) for which sui is hatl been brought. Under the provisions
of this uct, on the 7th of July, 1820, Mr. Piatt's accounts were re-e,"amined
by the proper accounting of-Iicers of the 1rea!'lury, anti he was found entitled,
uncler his contract, strictly construed, without regard to the assur:1nces
given l1im by the War ])epartment, to :m at!Llitional allowance of $76,475 85, 1110st of which had been suspendetl in the first settlement of the
Third Auditor, by reason of some formal defects in his evidcnc('. This sum
was reduced Ly $12,855 37, the amount of an error in the former statement,
and the baJance of $63,(520 48 \Vas, long after Mr. Piatt's (h'ath, under
the act of May 24, 1824, paitl over to some cre<litors as his assignees. In
1822, his account vvas further re-stated under the act of J\'Iay ~' 1820,
"giving all due we·i ght to the assu'rances and decisions~~ the department;"
and, on this re-statement, there 'vas foun<l due Mr. Piatt, undc1· those assurances, the further sum of $179,739 67, of which there wns applied to
the claim against him, for '"hich he had been held in custody, $-18,230 77;
leaving a balance of $131,508 90, which the accounting officers of the
treasury found to be due him. This sum has never yet been paid, and is
now due your petitioners, ns heirs and personal repn·scntatives of the said
John H, Piatt.
Your petitioners would respectfully refer to a report mafle hy the Hou.
John Sergeant, chairman of a select committee of the House of Representatives, to which a branch of this claim was referred at the session of 1823-'--l,
which, with the accompanying documents and proofs, -vvill be found in the
reports of the committees of that session, vol. 1, document 2.1.
And on this they would beg leave to remark, that all the contemporary
evidence produced goes fully, and ·without exception, to sustain the right
of the said John H, Pia1t to abandon his eontract on the 1st of January,
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1$15, h~s purpose to cio so as an act of justice ,to himself and to . his friends,
who were his cre<litors or his sureties, c1nd that he was moved hom that
purpose by the promise of JVIr. Monroe that if he vvo:u ld "go on l~e. shoi.1ld
not be the loser." And, \vith a single exception, it is the Clear opinion of
all who knew the transaction, and made knoirn their lmmvledge to Mr:
Monroe in 1816, 1817 ancl1820, that l\/[r. Piatt was entitlecl to indemnity
from loss on the rations furnished nfter January 1, 1815 ; this exception is
Mr. Tench Ringgold.
He remembers substantially the assurance of Mr. :Monroe, but gives it a
construction clearly different from what is proved to have been the understanding of Mr. Piatt at the time : and alike different from the construction
which a court of law or equity must have put upon it, the circumstances
under which it took place being known.
He stated to Mr. Monroe that in January, 1815, after Mr. Piatt had
taken his leave, satisfied with the payments which had been made him and
the advances he had received of the Government, to the surprise ot Mr.
Ringgold he again called at the War Office, and declared he could not get
along without a further advance of $20,000. That 1\!Ir. Ringgold so informed the Secretary of War, and, by his direction, obtained that amount in
the Bank of the lVIetropolis, ancl it was paid without delay to Mr. Piatt;
and he adds, "A few days after this payment, I accidentally discovered
that Mr. Piatt had made use of this moPey in purchasing Metropolis Bank
stock for his ovvn use, instead of supplies fm· the ·nodhwesten~ army."
It was, fortunately, easy to test the correctness of this statement. The
account stated by the Third Auditor shows that Mr. Piatt got no such sum
as $20,000 in the vvinter of 1814-'15; this part of the statement is there~
fore incorrect. The stock-book of the Bank of the 1\!Ietropo1is shows that
.Mr. Piatt was the owner of a small amount of stock in that bank, for which
he subscribed about January, 1814; and that there fell clue thereon in January, 1815, $272, which, it is presumed, he paid; and this paltry sum was
all. He made no purchase of stock in January, 1815 ; and what he had
when his troubles thickened upon him, he sold to raise funds to pay the
debts which he had contracted in the service of his country.
Mr. Ringgold further states, that he is informed that Mr. Piatt was about
this time a large subscriber to the loan of the United States, and that " it
is very certain he made a large fort~tne by his contract." Your petitioners
have caused due search to be made in the proper department, and cann.ot
find that JVh. Piatt was, "about th-is time," or at any other time, a subscriber, large or small, to the United States loan; and they believe that he
never vvas; and so far W!ls Mr. Platt fl.·om making a "la1·ge fort'une by his
cqntract," it is in proof that his contract reduced him to insolvency. He
was~ at the time :JVIr. Ringgold wr9te this paper, i.n custody of the marshal
for an imputed debt to the Government, and at last die(l in prison, crushed
in spirit and insolvent in propert;:y. And the claim which Mr. Ringgold
attacks, by his most extroclinary statements,, is preferred by Mr. Piatt f<n
.reimbursement merely of actual expenditures over aml above the contract
price, of which he had undol\bted proof
:Mr. Ringgold seems to have been high in the confidence of Mr. :rvionroe,
and this mass of errors, volunteered by him as a statement, probably did
much to defeat this claim. There were, doubtless, at the close of the war,
many fictitious claims presented; time could not be devoted by the President or the heads of departments to the critical examination of each; and
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general nnputations, such as these thrmnt out by lVIr. Ringgold, however.
unfounded, were enough to cast a cloud over his claim, and preclude it from
n fair, much less a favorable hearing.
·
Your petitioners v.roulcl also refer to a repo.rt of the Committee of Claims
of the Senate, at the session of 1833-';34, in vol. G, Senate documents,
('"188,) which fully s ustai11s Uw claims of the represrnbti,·cs of lV[r. Piatt to
the balance found due him in his account, as stated by the Second ComptrolJer of the Treasury in 182;?. 'They would, however, obserYe that the
then Second Comptroller, lVIr. J. B.' l'hornton, in his letter to the honorable
John Tipton, chairman oi the Committee of Cla ims, (p. 14 of the document,)
inadvertently deducts, from tlJe b<1lan cc clue to tb e representatives of Nlr.
Piatt, the sum of $2,6:30 73, -wbich had been deducled in 1822, before
striking the balance of $131,008 90.
,·
Your petitioners further state, that the same claim was again prcsc11ted
to the Senate of the Unitefl States 8t the session of 1839-'40, (vol. 3,
Senate 1locuments, 8?,) at which session the Committee of Claims reported
against it. And before o iJserYing upon that report, it is proper to s<q that
the sum of $131,008 00 is all that \Y HS claimed in 182~1; it is all that was
claimed in 1834, and :11l th<lt W8S <1gain claimed in 1840, when the last
report was metde. This cJnjm v.rRs not, as is assumed in that report, for
any speculation ,,,hich N[r. Piatt might baYe made, hacl he taken aclvantetgc of the forfeiture of the contract, and sold; at the Lest price he could
get, the provisions on hand, uut mere compensation for the actual cost to
him of the supplies furnished after the 1st of January, 1815, under the
assurances from the department that he should be indemnified hom loss.
As to the balance of l\'Ir. Piatt's account, which W8S in the lnst restatement suspended principally for the wetnt of sufficient eYidence, they do not
<:sk its allowance, though a part of it is, in the opinion of your petitioners,
lost under circumstances of peculiar hardship. Owing to the extent of his
( ngagements on the frontier, the embarrassment of the times, and the confusion arising from the disbanding of the army, and the return of soldiers
an~l volunteers, M1~ . Piatt failed in these instances to get the requisite certificates and proof to sustain his accounts. vVhen he came to V\T ashington,
in 1816, and procured a statement of his account by the Thir .l Auditor,
this portion, with mueh more of his nccount, ·w as rejected. He was arrested and imprisoned by the government, an<l at last died in prison, where he
was charged in custody by creditors to whom he had contracted debts to
· enable him to carry out his contract with the department; so that he had
no means whatever, not even personal liberty, to foJlow out his claim into
its details, and produce proof of each of its numerous rejectell items. Since
his death his representatives haYe not kntJwn where to look for the proof,
and this claim, therefore, is not substantiated. Your petitioners are not
disposed to ask anything but \:\.rhat they are <:fhised is their clear right,
sustained by evidence. They therefore do not present this $84,7-14 88 as
a claim, but expressly waive and abandon it, as it now can never be substantiated. The claim which they do present is for $131,,508 00, the unpaid bctlance of $.177,108 04, found due to Mr. Piatt by the Second Comptroller of the Treasury, being the achw] cost over and above the contract
price of rations furnishe(l by him after the 1st of January, 1815, under the
assurances of the Secretary of VVar.
In the report of J anuar.y 14, 1840, this claim is rejected, and the followjng grounds are taken by tl:.e ch:1irmcm of the 9ommi.ttee~ in. his report ~l})OJl
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Ile set:-; out with a. statement ot former allowances, which i ~ JH<Hlc up
with little attrntion to accuracy. He giYcs the amount a1Io,ved ancl paid
to 1Vfr. Piatt, under the nssnrancr~ of the-Secretary of vVar, at "more than
$61,000 ;" il was in Lruth £J..8,2:30 77. He states the amount of claims
aJlo,\·ccl by the Second Cornptroller 0f the Tn'<tsury, strictly under the
contract, at ~()3,G20 -!8, insteacl of S7G,-.t.7f5 8;5, its true amount; and he
says this was thought £tt the time to he all "that :vi r. Piatt was entitled to,
on the most liberal principles of justice and equity." By whom it was
thought, we <ne not informed; hut certain it is, that it was not so thought
hy the committee of the House in ] S2:3; nor by the Secoml Comptroller,
on whose report they acted; 1wr by the Yery respecta bL contemporary
witnesses, whose letters they exhibited '"ith their report.
The honorable chairman denies that the United States had failed to comply \\·ith the contract, or that ~VI r. Piatt was free on the 1st of January,
1815, to refuse to furnish further supplies. The le arned chairman docs not
seem to haYe reac{ the contract witl1 much care, or to h:we been ·well advised
of the usages of the deparbnent in respect to ach-anccs and payments on
contracts like this, or of the necessities of the seniee, or of the actual
amount of the advances mnfle by ~'Ir. Piatt on that day.
The tenth clause of the contract referred to above hy your petitioners,
sho\ii'S that it was the lmderstancling that the goYeJ nment should make advance "'in money," to the probable amount of the necessary disbursements.
All the contemporary evidence shows that such was no more than payment
in a rl'asonahle time, cons idering the nature of the sPrvice. Such was the
opi11ion of ilw committee in 182~1, and such in cfl'ect the atlmission of .Mr.
Monroe in his conversation with l\'[r. Piatt, in .January, 1815, as provctl by
the Hon. JohnlVIcLcan.
The honorable chairm<m further urges as a reason why l\'I r. Piatt had no
right to abandon his contracts in January, 181/5, that he was bound to render his accouut at least once in three rnonths, anrl had not performed this
duty; and adds, "no such account appears to have been 1·endered." This
is a mistake, and a s trange ~me. The contract commC:'nced on the first day
of June, 1811, and the fdcs of the Third Auditor's office show that l\ir.
PiaU's first ac<'.ount was rendered August; his second, November -1, 1811.
The deposition of Lemuel Nc,Yel1, ou file with the papers in the claim,
sho \\·s that lat. in December, 1t:i1-l, no payments had lwen made on this last
account, and that the service \Ya s ~utfcring from that cause; aiJd one assurance g iYen hy 1\'Ir. l'donroe, acc0rdi ng to the statement of Tench Ringg-old, \Ya s, "that he should h ave an immrdiate inn'stigation of hi:::; accoun!s .;'
That the go vernment had not advanced the reasona l1lc and necessary
funds, aml tlmt it lnd not paid promptly in money or its equ ivalent, js
proYcd by a ma~s of evidence not to he impugned, though the pn:cise
amount that it wns in a rrear cannot be ascertainecl.

·it.

TlJC :-;taklJJcnts oftlw aeconnt:-; of' ::'lfr. Piatt, ac~ompanyin~ the report cf' the
COlll11titkl' of Ut e JJ o u:-;u ill n~:;~, :-;lt0\1" the wltule <llllUIIIIL of' lJis d lilll 1\"]Jich
w:t::; allo1n.'<l Ull (ter the co11trad, 'ritilon t reg.m l to rt'"lrrllu·rs, t.o ltan• been $u0u,1G3 5:2
From ,.• 11iC'l1 dl'<lud the contract pri~c or rations tleliver0l1 after tl1c 15th of
:r n llll<try, lbl5, which is :-Jho\\ n to l1e
H8,'inl 87

...
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On this ~Ir. Piatt had receivedAugust 2, lJ.814, treasury warrant to 0. M. Spencer
.
..Tunc ~2, 1814, bill to J. H. Davi:s, on \Yar Department, paid
..Tnly 28, 1814, bill to 0. 1\I. Spe11ccr, on same, pnid
•October 21, bill to 0. M. Spencer, on same, paid
And there had been turned oYer to him "-ithin the year, provisions
to the amount of
ltfaking the aggregate of payments to 1st of January, 1815
Leaving due him in t1rrcar at that date

13
$50,000 00
~5,000 00
20,000 00
40,000 00
38,188 28
- - - - $li3,188 28
314,183 37

This balance your petitioners suppose to be too large, as Mr. Piatt,
according to the testimony of the Hon. John McLean, stated his advances
.in December, 1814, at about $200,000. The difference probably arises
.out of charges for transportation, &c., on the account which he rendered
February 27, 1815, running from November 4, 1814, to that date, which
~Cannot now be separated and applied to the proper year.
lVIr. Piatt's bills, drawn on the Secretary of War on account of these
adn1nces, to the ~mount of $1-l-0,000, ·which it was admitted he had a
,r ight to draw, and '\'hich seem to have been accepted by the &:cretary of
War, (see deposition of H. Glenn, on file December, HH4,) but not paid
for want of ability on the part of the goYernment, were at this ti1ne under
protest for non-payment. They are drawn and dated as follows~
June 6, 1811, in favor of 0. M. Spencer
July 30, ISH, in favor of Samuel \Y. Davis
September 2, 1814, in fh,vor of 0. l\L Spencer September i, in favor of Samuel
DaYis
O.c.t~Jbcr 21, in f~wor of Samuel W. Davis

"r.

Amounting to

$5,000
2.),000
~

35,000
35,000

40.,000
• it40;000

The treasury ~ccms to have given warrants for part of them; but those
·wvarrants not being cashed, the bills remaim:~d dishmrorecl.
Your petitioners respectfully sub~nit to your ~onorabJe body \v~ethel')
1under all these circum tan~es, the nght of 1'Ir.. Piiatt to abamlon his contract can now be successfully questioned. It never was questione{l till
1840, but tacitly admitted by the Secretary of War himself. It was a
dear right in the opinion of th~ Hon. John McLean, who was familiat•
with all the facts and attendant Circumstances ; ~md the same was e:;presily
found and strongly presented by the select committe!= 'Of the House m 182-l,
And your petitioners are advised by counsel, that his right so to abandoq
WaS c.lear and undoubted On the eYidenCC Contained in the above nameq
report, and the documents and letters referred to therein. There is nq
question that 1\'Ir. Piatt claimed he was released from his contract, and hacl
a legal right to abandon it as broken on the part of the government ; aml
that he had determined to do so because the change of times, the depre~
ciation of the currency, and the consequent high price of provisions ancl
transportation, rendered it a ruinous contract if persevered in. When,
with this opinion and these views, he went to 1\'Ir. Monroe and declared
his purpose, and that purpose was changed by the assurances of ]VIr, Monroe
that if he would "go 01L, he should -not be the loser by it," your petitioners
cannot at all concei~;e that there is room for the doubt expressed by the
committee in 18-l-0, as to the extent and purpose of these assurances. They
claim that lVlr. Piatt had a right to receive them, as it is in proof that he
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did receive them, as assurance~ for fulJ inc1cmnity from loss, if he ·would
go on and render a service which he vvas not bound to render. The honont ble
committee further say, that 1'Ir. .Monroe did not, in lt-\20, remrwber these
assuranees ; but it is unimportant whether this he or be not the case, for
they are proved beyond the possibility of a d?ubL In 181G, the Ho:1·
John 1\ifcLean, \vho was present and heard, dul remember them; so dul
Mr. Tench Ringgold, in 1817, remember them very \Vell, though he sa-vv
fit to put a wrong construction upon them; and cotemporary circumstances
prove them, for what eould ha,·e induced SVfr. Piatt to L;hange his
purpose, lose the advantage of the position in which he was then actnall.Y
placed, and encounter what was certain ruin, if no such assurances had
been given?
It is urged also against this claim, that Mr. Piatt, in settling his accounts in 1816, laid ... before Mr. Crawford a memorial from himself to the
Secretary of War, dated in lVIay, 181/5, in which he claims allov,ranccs, in
a sum equal to \vhat they cost him, for all rations issued by him to the
Indians and the (listressed inhabitants of :Michigan, as not coming within
his contract ; and that in this he did not at all rely on the assurances given
him by the Secretary of War. The honorable chairman concludes that the
1"nje1·ence is almost irresistible, if sueh assurnnces had existed they 'voulcl
als'o have been relied on. Your petitioners beg leave to suggest that an
inspection of tlwse claims (page six of accompanying transcript) will at
once destroy such inference. Those rations \-v·ere furnished in 1814, before
the assu.rances were given, and could, of course, llc in no\Yise affected by
them.
1\!Ir. Piatt suffered very he:wily in 181-1: hy the derangements ot' the currency, the failure of the government to pay, and the fact that he was compelled to borrow depreciated bank paper on credit of his lJil~s drawn on the
department, with which paper he had to purchase provisions and procure
transportation at m.uch higher prices than for gold and silver, or its equivalent ; but to this loss he was disposed to submit, ancl on tbe 1st of January;, 1815, he claimed indemnity for the future only, on the ground that
in law and morals he was compelled to ineur such loss no longer.
The honora.ble chairman, in the fourth page of his report, says that the
representatives of lVIr. Piatt claim to be paid what the supplies would
have cost the government hatl he held on to all that 'vas in his hands, and
refused to furmsh them ; and adds, that this would be first to Yiolate his
contract, and then to take aclvant«ge of his own wrong. In ansvvcr to
this your petitioners beg leave to say that no such elaim is or ever has
been, within the knowledge of your petitioners, presented hy Mr. Piatt or
his representatives. From first to last they have claimed compensation
only-indemnity only-the fulfilment of the promise of the secret<try, on
the faith of which JVfr. Piatt acted, and that a]one; ancl they do not fed
that the ends of justice could have been promoted by placing the claim
upon any other than its true ground preparatory to its rejection.
The learned ch<c:_irman adds, that the utmost J\1r. PiaU coultl have a
right to claim under the assurance, \vould be ,,;hat the supplies <~Ctually
cost him over <md ~il1ove the contract price; "aml we haYe seen," he <Hlds,
" no cviclencc hut what he has been allo\ved all this (litference." This
difference named by the honora1le chairman is all that your petitioners
claim; and they rest their claim respectfully, but confidently, upon the
evidence, which will? as the{ ar~ ~ssured by their counsel~ show concl11 ..
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sively that a balance of $131;508 90 was due to the said Johh H. Piatt
in 181,5, and is still due to His representatives. Your petitioners ask the
payment of this sum as mi act of justice; and they, as in duty bound, \\rill
ever pray.
.
Your petitionei's state that the said John H: Platt clied intestate. · That
aclministration on his estate \vas t:lken out by Nicholas Longworth ancl
Benjamin H. Piatt, who fully achT'.inisteretl and settled with the court,
having by compromise and transfer of property obtained discharges of all
his debts in full. That said John IL Piatt left as heirs and distributors bf
his estate his brothers and sisters, your petitioners, Be~amin M. Piatt,
Auraham Piatt, Hannah C. Grandin, wife of Philip Grandin, and Frances
Ann Piatt, no\\· deceased, who married one Isaac Dunn, and who left as
her heirs and distributors her children, your t1etitioners, John Dunn, Jacob
Dunn, Hannah Tonsey, married to George Tonsey, Sar(_lh Layton, wife of
George Layton, and two grandchildren, Francis E. Smith and Adam C.
Smith, who file this petition hy their attorney in fnct,
N.C. READ.

HEADQUARTERS 8TH 1VIILITARY DISTRICT,

•

Ch,illicothe, December 26, 1814.
Sm: l have been directed by Brigad.ier General McArthur, commanding,
to require you, including the requisitions already made and the provisions
now in deposite at those places, to furnish by the first of February next,
at Detroit, three hundred and eighteen thousand complete rations; at Malden, three hun«lred thousand complete rations; at Fort Gratiot, thitty.:.six
thousand complete rations; at Fort Wayne, thirty-six thousand complete
rations; at Fort Meigs, fifty thousand complete rations; and at Upper and
Lower Sandusky, each thirty thousand complete rations.
A regiment of Ohio militia have been directed to be in readiness to
march to Detroit, and will ren<lezvous by battalions at Lower Sandusky
and Urbana : yotJ are required to furnish them with provisions on the
march.
I am, sir, respectfully, your obellient serYant,
C. S. TODD,
.!lcting .!ldjutant General;
JonN H.

PIATT,

Esq., Contractor.

CHILLICOTHE,

December 21, 1814.

Sm: Agreeably to an order of the commanding general of the eighth
military distric.t, I have ascertained that on or allout the first of this month,
there were driven from urbana by the contractors, one thousand hoo·s and
upwards. It is supposed that on their arrival at Detroit they will a~erage
120 pounds each. No cattle or flour has been sent since 15th N oYember
last, from thai quarter, hy the contractor or agents on either Hull's road
or by St. Mary's. I am informed by an agent of the contractor that he
will have in deposite at St. Mary's, on or before the 15th January, for
transportation to Detroit, 3,000 l'arrels of flour, exclusive of one hundred
barrels now there; and he will have at the same place, on or before the
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last of February, 1,000 more. He will also haYe in deposite at Zane's
and 1Yianary's block-houses, for transport~tion by Hull's road, on or before
the middle of January, five hundred barrels of flour, exclusive of one
hundred and thirty intended for Sandusky, and one hundred now there.
Four hundred head of hogs, I presume, have left that country to go by
St. Mary's, as they were to have started as soon a~·:.the roads were sufficiently frozen. It is doubtful whether he will be able to procure a further
supply of hogs on foot within a short time. He is, however, purchasing
and putting up a considerable quantity of pork at Urbana. There are deposited at Erie two hundred and twenty-iive barre]s of flour, and ninetythree barrels of whiskey intended for Detroit. This is the only deposite
in that quarter, and was ordered for Detroit, but I pr-esume it cannot be
forwarded until the ice will answer for sledding. The contractor's agent
also informs me, that so soon as a suffic.ient fleposite is mafle at St. Mary's,
Zane's, and Manary's block-houses, he will be prepared to transport it
to Fort Meigs on sleds, and from thence to Detroit, this being the only
means at this season of the year.
The contractor's agents are now actively employed in procuring beef,
pork, and flour for troops on the lines. It is uncertain what quantity they
will or can procure beyond what is reported.
I am apprehensive that a special commissary will meet ·with difficulty on
the frontier in making pu:-chases to supply the troops on the lines. The
hogs have been generally purchased and driven off, principally eastward.
Beef is scarce, there being none to be had except those stock feeding. I believe
flour may be had by early application to the mills on the Miami and those
waters nearest the frontier. A supply in this way, I apprehend, will cost
fmm forty-five to fifty cents per ration, delivere1l at Detroit, as the only
means of transportation is hy land, which will make flot1r cost from twentyeight to thirty dollars per barrel ; pork and other parts of the ta tion in
proportion.
The above statement is founded on the best information I could p1'(1CUre
on the frontier, both from those engnged in purchasing for the rontrnctot
and from _citizens through the country which I passed through.
Respectfully, &c.,
JAS. S. SWEARINGEN,
Qu.aTtet'lnaster General.

TREASURy DEP AR TME'NT'

Third .lluditor' s Office, February 15, 1848;
Sm: I have the honor to ackno·wledge the receipt of your letter of the
11th instant, requesting to be informed at what time John H. Piatt first
presented his accounts for settlement under his contract with the goYernment;
of the 26th January, 1814, for the supply of the northwestern army. In
reply, I have to inform you that, upon examination, it appears that his accounts under the contract in question were first received on the 6th of
August and 4th November, 1814, a!Hl 27th February, 1815.
With great respect, your obedient servant,
PETER HAGNER, JJ:ud~:tor.

The Hon. JoHN D.

CuMMINs,

.House of Representatives.
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American State Papers, title 1 'Claims," p.1ge 007.
St,<lfmmi ~~Jolin II. Pialt's actonnt,

(G.

No.

2,)

PxplaiuPd.

t

$46,112 56
2,118 21

DR.
1. 'J'ltis is a balance found une from J. II. Piatt, on the first
statement of l1is account by the Third Auditor.

~

$48,230 77
Suit was brought for it prior to the act of l\[ay 8, 1820; it therefore came
within the·provision ofthat act, and was paid for outoi the sum found due
under the assurances. (Sec the act.)
2. 'I'his charge arises from a corrected error. It was not included in the abovenamed suit, and, therefore, could not be paid out of the sum found due
under the assnrances
Credit brought np to balance from foot of the account

12,855 37
192,498 65
253,084 79

3. Total amount of rations, 730,070.1, at 45 eci1ts
- $328,531 54
Prom which deduct contract price, $148,7!)1 87, anu the amount
allowed under aHsumnccs, $48,~20 77197,022 04
Gire tlH' amount due (t!tis is ~ur daim)-

$131,508

no

The Jast thrre items are, in t"ruth, all that directly Lear upon the ques•
tion.
CR.

f $16,G12 8n
4. All tllC'RC' itC'ms wC'rP originnJiy rPjccted by the Third Auditor,
!'~~} ~~
bnt allowed by tJ,e Comptroller on the re-~;tatement or tlte uc- J
1 '•b~~ 1 ~0
eonnt; they arc, each awl a1l of them, ~:onlircly irre~pective of ~
tlw nssuranccs.
2:j,GG-! 4 B

I

8 4 gO

l

13,73G 24

$7C,4i.) 85
'l'he cnor above named, of$12,8G5 37, which could not be paid out of the snm
1bund due undcr.the assurances, was paid out of this, namely
And this

b~lance

12,855 37
03,620 48

was afterwards pai<l to Piatt, under the acts of 1820, and an appropriation
in 1~24. This Lalance is explained in :Mr. S<'rgeant's report, paae 896,
paragraph beginning with the 'vord "under." This sum, you ,-rin perteive, had nothing to <lo with the assurances.
5. The next gc'neral item, made up of many particulars, is that from
which No. 3 is estimated. It shows the rations on which Piatt is entitled
to be paid under the assurance, and the price, ns shown by the evidence.
It gives the amount issued, <mel placed in deposite, after the 1st January,
HU5, first deducting the amount collf'cted from the inhabitants of Upper
C:madn.
1. At Upper Sandnsl;:y 2. At Detroit
3. At Gratiot

-

183,051 rations.

-

420 738

-

2G1;245
805,934 rations.
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From this the Comptroller deducts what had been already allowed, ~n
depem1ent of the assurances, and which will be fouml in ~ o. 4, as not
within the contract, namely:
1. Paid to Indians
2. •ro distressed inhabitants
3. Deposited at Malden ·which deducted, leayes, as stated in No. 3

~

"\n1icb, at 40 cents per ration, makes
From which he deducts contract price

- SS~S,lj31 G:i
148,781 87
- - - - $i7n,73!J 67

135,8G3,U

730,070.i

----

But the Comptroller has, by mistake, before declucling tlte $148,7!)1 87, acldt>d to this sun1, viz: $~,G30 73, making it
- $151 ,422 (.i0
And lensing to be carried out but

- $177,108 9-1

This mistake cause!> much Clf the confusion in the account; let it
~tancl con:e.c ted, as above, and the amount Piatt was entitled
to under thd assurance, "·as
- $17fl,730 GZ
Of this sum was settled, (sec No. 1)
48,:230 71
Leating a balance clue

lli~1,

as shown in No. 3 -

$i.ai,508

no

-----

G. We have already seen that; in .stating this account at the top of the
page under the Dr. side, the Cori1ptro1ler brings out the same balance (No.
3) as follows:
328;>31 54

1. He earries up the 730,070.1 rations, 5-t 45 cents per ration
2. Deduct contract price 3. And amount credited on account of assurances
under the act of l\In.y 8, 1820 Showing the balance due Piatt

148,791 87
48,230 77
-- --

-

197,022 04

-----·
$131,508 90
----

7, And the general footing of the account will, '''ith one correction
named above, (No. 5,) pro1hlCe exactly the same amount.
Balance in faYor of Piatt (foot of the ilag'e)
Add S~,G30 73, erroneously deducted

$192,4()8 65
2,G30 73
195,12!) 38

The SG3,G20 48 alfowed on the re-statement of the accblmt (No. 4) fM claims
nbt under the assurances, had not then been paid; it " ·as pald since, under
the act of 1824, and must, therefore, be deducted
And it leaves the balance as aboYc stated

G3,G20 48

131,508

no

Now, if we be right as to the number of rations, and cost per ration,
there can be no doubt as to the balance due. As to the number of rations,
I suppose the n7.tinber settled for by the accounting officers of the treasury,
on evidence by them then deemed suffieient, may. be taken as true, without
further inquiry. Then, as to the cost :
On this point, the evidence is as full as, under the circumstances, could
be reasonably expected. It never could have Leen possible for Mr. Piatt
to have provcfl the actual price paid by him for e''ery hog, or every barrel
of flour, and whiskey, and vinegar, which he sent to the frontier. All he
could. have ever done, nnd all that we can now do, is, to arrive qfits proximity by proof of general prices and expense of transportation.
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The letter of Colonel SwcHrinp.;en , a rotemporary paper, puts the mnnmum cost per ration at ·1!5 cents; and by Nir. Sergeant's report, p. 887, (third
pnrngraph from the boHom,) it nppenrs that . there were 1~ depo~itions in
the Comptroller's oflicc to 1ht-~ sc:mc effed. 1f still there, tlHc'Y ;ue prooi
enough; if lost or destroyed, it is Dot the f:::tdt of Piatt's rcprcsentatirn;.
T. E\VING.
CniLLICOTH:C, December 14, 1814.
l send
you copies of a confidential commtmication rrcel\'efl from Brigadier General
l\'feArthur, commanding the eighth military district, from \dtich you ·will
percciYe the situation of the posts on the north\YC:'itern frontier. Should
the United States f~til to supply these posts, nnd no other proYision be made
to support them, they must inevitably fall into the hnnds of the enemy before the opening of the next campaign. SU(.:h a state of things would lay
the whole frontier of Ohio open to the incursions of the enemy. \Vith this
view of the subjeet I cannot hesitate to recommend to the legisiature to
furnish, with the least possible delay, the means to supply these posts, belieYing they will in this \VflY save both the blood and treasure of the State.
I c<mnot hesitate in belieYing the general goYernmcnt will tnke the earliest
opportuniiy to refund the amount \vbieh may be a(lvanred for the contemplakd object.
Very n·speetfully,
T. WORTHINGTON.
GE~TLEMEN oF TI-m SENATE AND liousE ore REPRESF-NTATIVE.S:

Sm: You will please do me the favor to communicate confidentially the
enclosed to the honoraule body oYer which you preside.
Very respectfully,
T. WORTHINGTON.
The SrE.'I.KER oF nm IIotTsE OF REPS.
CnrLLICOTIIE, December 13, 1814.

Sm : \Vith serious concern for the safety of the north·w estern frontier, I
have the honor to submit to your consideration, and that of the legislature
of Ohio, a statement in relation to the situation of affairs in ihis district.
The contractor Jailed in N OYemlJer to supply the troops at Detroit with
the flour part of the ration, and they are nO\V subsisted upon the immediate
resources of the adjacent country. 1'hc adYanced state of the season preeludes the hope that any flam can be forwarded by lake transportation,
should it haYe been collected at Erie, of which there arc no authentic Ptccounts.
A Gonsidcrable supply is reported hy the contractor to be in readiness to Le
taken down the St. _.M ary's and .M iami of the lake, as soon as. practicable
of which there c;m Le no certainty until April.
'
Three or four thousand hogs are reported by tbe contractor to be jn readiness 1o proceed to Detroit, by the route of the Anglaisc an(l Hull's road.
Subseq11ent information, as to the, nmnhcr collected and tlw price allowe(l
to sub-contrac .ors, induced a belief that no.t more th:~n on~ thop~«nd will
reach that place. These facts ha H' been commtmicated to tl1e Gqyernment
with a request thnt fund~ migltt be trnnstnitt~<l to this pia~~ '~na!~l~ ;~

to
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special commissary to endeavor to supply the troops of the frontier. There
is reason to presume that a delay for an arrangement of this kind would be
f~tal; more especially, as it is the intention of the government to increase
the military force on the northwestern frontier. I have, therefore, to request
of your excellency to solicit the legislature of Ohio to aid the United States
in effecting this important object, in such manner as they in their wisdom
may deem most expedient.
The loan of thirty thousand dollars would probably euablP ~~ person duly
authorized to forward to Detroit, by the way of Sandusky, i;ve hundre~I
barrels of flour and fi'ftcen hundred hogs.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
DUNCAN NicARTHUR,
·
Br-igadier U. S . .fl., command'i ng.
His Excellency T. WoRTHINGToN,

Governor of Oh?:o,
On tl:e 14th December, 1814, the foregoing communication was made by
Governor ¥1 Grthington to both houses of the Ohio lf~gislature, and referred to a joint committee of three members from the senate and five ·from
the house of representatives.

Infonnation given by General JI!Ic.Jlrtlwr befo're the committee.
GenerallVIcArthur wrote Government to have funds placed at his order
to supply troops, through a purchasing commissary. Understood by Nir.
Thompson, on Saturday last_, -that Fmvler was near Erie, and would forward
about 400 barrels of flour. General1VIc.Art Lur floubts whether the qua11tity
would be forwarded, as the Eagle was f'H1 pl1Jyed transporting "\vheat from
settlements in Upper Canada. General 1\tlc..Arthur saw the principal contractor, Piatt, on Saturday last; -was informed by him that contracts had
been made to furnish 4,000 hogs at Detroit; but the general has understood
since that a number of the sub-contractors about Xenia had refused furnishing under their contracts. Nir. Piatt also informed General N[cArthur that
a considerable quantity of flour had been procured and forwarded on the St.
Mary's route, but did not calculate that it woul1l reach Lake Erie until
spring. The number of rations iss1;ed at Detroit might be estimated at fifteen
hundred per day, without including inhabit<mts that may require assistance.
There was a considerable quantity of wheat in th<lt quarter, and the general
is of opinion that enough might be procured with considerable exertion to
subsist the troops in that quarter two months. General McArthur has this
day sent an express to the frontier of Champaign and Miami counties, to
ascertam without loss of time the number of hogs and e<tH!e, with their
probable weight, and the quantity of flour, that has been fonvarded by
contractors or their agents towards Detro~t since the middle of November
last, either by Hull's road, the St. J\l[ary's, or any other routt>; <·llso to ascertain what numuer of hogs and <..:attl~, and what quantity of flour, will
prouably be sent to the lines by the contractor· or his agents within a few
weeks; :=llso to asec rtain \;".'hat the several parts of rations ·would cnst,
when delivered at Detroit, to be purchast'd at this time and fnrwanled tmder the present state of transportation. General NicArthur has communi-

.
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cated to gorernmcnt the situation of the posts, to which he expects an answer in about eight days, by which time he also expects a return of his
express sent to the frontiers. The general reports about two companies
divided at the se,·cral posts on the different lines to Detroit. The strength
of these companies not known. The general also expects four additional
companies 'vill be moved forward to Detroit.
EDW. \V. TUPPER,
Chairman Committee, House of Represcntati·ves.

This day Thom(_ls Thompson, agent for contractors of the eighth military
district, personally came before me, John l\ticDougal:
The 27th November, left Erie, four days previous to any departure. The
Eagle sailed for Detroit with between seventy and one hundred barrels
flour. On the day previous to his leaving Erie, was informed by Mr.
George Reed that Jacob Fowler, sub-contractor, had arrived at Waterford,
fiftet'n miles south of Erie, with several boats loaded with flour for Detroit.
On receiving this information, left Erie for the purpose of forwarding the
Champion, which was then at Grand river to take in a cargo of r1our and
proceed to Detroit, her stowage a Lout one hundred and fifty-·six barrels. On
the morning of the 29th she sailed from the Grand river for the above purposes. The Eagle was instructed to return immediately from Detroit to Erie,
and take a second cargo of flour to Detroit. .It was safe navigating the lake
when he left Erie. An ordinary voyage is from six to ten days from Eric
to Detroit and back 'to Erie. Jacob Fowler is a sub-contractor. 22d Noveml•er, twenty-one hundred and nineteen hogs had proc-eeded on to Detroit,
on the Finley route, from Urbana, furnished by Silvers, and nine hundred
and seventy-eight on the St. :Mary's route~ taken on by Rodgers. There
were at Lower Sandusky, on the 3d of December, twenty-three thousand
rations of beef killing and salting, and three thousand eight hundred and
fifty rations of flour at Dppcr and Lower Sandusky, and two wagons plying
behvecn those posts. There were three hundred and forty-six head of
beef cattle in the neighborhqod of Urbana, stall feeding, to be driven to
Detroit whenever rcquirefl. There are one hundred and seventy-t\vo barrels of salted pork at Grand river designed for Detroit. \Vas info.rmecl by
Piatt, the principal contractor, on Sunday last, that there \\'ere five thousand barrels of flour contracted for, to be delivered at St. Mary's, and that
a considerable quantity had been delivered and deposited at St. ~i[ary's,
whet e boats were built and Luihling to transport it to the lake as soon as
water served. Since about the 1st of July, have paid out in cash about
twenty thonsand dollars, and have not at any time suffered for want of
funds; nor has the credit of the contractors or the public interest, tlt any
post or places ·where he has travelled, suffered for want of fun<ls; nor
has a want of funds retarde<l the forwarding of supplies to Detroit; nor
does he uelieve there is any danger of a failure to supply the troops stationed at Detroit.
THONIAS THONIPSON.
Sworn and subscribed brfore me, this 15th December, 1814 .
.JOHN IvicDOUGAL.
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A correct statement, 113 far as comes ·within my present recollection o
tl1e situGtion of the funds, ihe stores of proYisions, and the contracts of the
present contractor, .John H. Piatt, and the sub-contractors, haYing :tcted as:
a11 agent f(Jr the contractor aml sub-contractors from the first day of June
h1st to the first of the present month. As to funds, I \Vas plen11iully suppJied, and my drafts honored, in Cincinnati, by John II. Piatt. I am knowing to a deposite being made by the sub-contractors, in the Bank of Urbana,.
tl1at remained there on the first day of this month; the amount I ;:un unable to state. The s ub-contractors have a consider;tlde interest in said bank,.
of ,,·hich they had not ;n·aile(l themselves on the :first clay of the present
month. Yct I fully hcJieye that John H. Piatt has llorrowed from the·
b2mks of Cincinnat'i $JOO,OOO or upwards, not having received <my from
the Secretary ·at War for the amount of the last quarter's abstraets. Fur-·
ther funds have been put into the hands of a Mr. Silvers and JV[r. Rogers,
to pay the first cost of three thousand head of hogs that they are bound to.
deliver «t Detroit; and, from my O\\'n knowledge, and from information
that I belieYe may be relied on, part of that numlJer of hogs nre already
there, or \vill be there in a few days.
,
I .was knowing to another contract being made \Vith Hey ling and D<nis,,
o£ Xenia, in which tbey bound themselves in a heavy penalty to famish one·
thnusand five ln!.ndred head of good hogs to the contractor, at Detroit, by
th~~ middle of next month, and that the funds were ready for them to pay
tlw first cost of said purchase. VVhether this contract will he complied
wi lh, I am not able to state. There are <llso two hundred head or upwards
of good steers, stall feeding in the neighborhood of JVIanary's block-house,
th<t t the contractor can start at the shortest notice. On the subject of
flottr, Jacob Fowler, one of the sub-contractors, went on, in goo(l season,.
to Pittsburg and the upper end of this State, with $20,0UO, for the special
purpose of purehasing <mel forwarding flour by way of the lakes.
'i'he contractor has m<u.le and is making contracts for a large quantity of
flonr to be delivered at St. Mary's. I h<we no doubt hut a small quantity
is already deposited at that place.
There are contracts made for the delivery of three or four hundred barrels nt Zane's block-house, part in this month and part in next, designed toLe
seJtt on by way of Sandusky, which will certainly be fulfilled ; and I hazard
nothing in saying there can be one thouszmd or one thousand five hundred
L~t rrels produced and forward eel by that route, if thought necessary.
SAMUEL NEWELL.

SATURDAY;

Decen~;ber

17, 1814:.

In secret, the doors being closed, 1\iir. Tupper, from the joint committee
on the conficlenti;d communication from his excellency, reported as follows:
The joint committee of both houses, to whom was referred the governor's
confidential communication reh1ting to the state of our frontier posts, having
had the sr~mc under cow~!deration, beg leave to report :
Tlwt it has not heen in the pmYcr of your committee to obtain that satisfactory information tl1<1t so important and interesting a subject to the inha bil ants of this State demands.
From infonna,ti<211 <?,IJta~necl frol'B GeEeral M;e:~rthur, when before the
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<:ommittee, it appearecl that when he left Detroit, about the 27th llay of
November, the daily issues were not far from 1,500 rations, and that the
~ontractors, by their agents, ·were tbcn supplying the bread part of rations
fi·om the settlements in Upper Canada, by purchasing wheat and transport'ing it by water to Detroit, ·where it was manufactured into floi.Ir; and the
general is of opinion that the troops in that qucuter might be supplied two
months f1:om that source. It also has appeared to the satisfaction of your
committee that Jacob Fo-vvler, one of the sub-contractors, about two months
since proceeded to the neighborhood of Erie with funds, amounting to about
$20,000, for the purpose of purchasing and shipping flour from thence to
Detroit. And there is but little reason to doubt that, in the latter part of
November he was at Waterford, on Lake Erie, with ·several keel-boats
loaded with flour, amounting to four hundred barrels, to be shipped for
' :Detroit. This information is obtained from Thomas Thompson, contractor's
age11t, and corroborated by information obtained by General McArthur,
and communicated by him to the committee.
It appears to y0ur committee, from a communication made by Samuel
Newell, a member of the house of representatives, who has acted as agent
for the contractors, that deposites of Hour are made, and making, at Zanes 1s
block-house, from three to four hundred barrels. It also appears that Piatt,
one of the principal sub-contractors, has been making very extt~nsive purchases of flour, to be conveyed along the left line, by the St. .lVIary's route;
and though it has not been satisfactorily proven what amount has been deposited at St. :Mary's, yet there .is good reason to believe, from statements
made to General :McArthur by NI:r. Piatt, that a considerable quantity has
been moved forward on that route, and that boats are built and building to
transport it down the Miami of the lake, to the bay; and this belief is
supported by other informa.tion on that subject.
Your committee are not well convinced, from any information that they
have recei \<eel, that more than one thousand hogs have been moved forward
on Hull's road; and though they have reason to believe, from several circumstances, that hogs haye been driven out on the St. Mary's .route, they
have not any assurance that ought to be relied on. It appears by 1'11:.
Newell's communication that the contractors have two hundred head, or
upwards, of beeves in the neighborhood of 1\!Ia.nary's block-house, 'vhich
may be forwarded in case of deficiency of meat rations at any of those
posts; and though the committ~e are well convinced the contractors have
made extensive engagements for that part of the ration, and made adequate
advances in money, yet there is considerable cause to conclude that some of
those engagements will not be complied with, owing to the great use of that
article.
No proposit~on, inYestigatetl by this committee, is better established than
that the delays in purchasing and transporting provisions have not resulted
from a want of funds, On the contrary, it appears that the contractors at
(tll Hmes have been able to meet their engngements.
This committee is authorized to state that General McArthur has reported to the Secretary of vVar the situation of our frontier posts, to whieh
an answer may ue expected in six· or ~ight clays, and that an express is
leaving·, or has left Chillicothe, from the general, to ascertain the quantity
of provisions that are depositing, or are deposited, in the counties of Champaign and JVIiami, together with the amount of provisions forwarded to
Detroit from or through those counties since the middle of November last.
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This express may be expected back, with the necessary information, in
eight or ten days.
In the event that it shoilld be deemed advisable to aid the general government in supplying those posts, it will be worthy the consideration of
this legislature, to determine in what way those advances can be made so
as to meet the object designed, and secure to the State a pledge for such
advancements, though in a moment of extreme hazard and danger that inquiry would be placed out of view.
No commanding officer of any cl.istrict or post is authorized to draw on
government for supplies fnrnished, when the contractor fails. In that case
the officer can only order the quartermaster to purchase provisions on account of the contt actor, for whieh ::;pecial purpose funds arc often placed
subject to his order. Should the State purchase and forward the provisions
proposed, and it should be found that the contractors were in a situation to
victual those posts, the contractors might refuse to receive our purchase or
admit issues to be made, the general government couid not charge the contractor with the provisions furnished Ly this State, as they !1ave not be<'n
ordered by the commanding officer through the proper department under
the circumstances that the regulations require. And while our' government
~vould approve our zE>al for the public. safety, it might lament onr untimely
mterference.
·
Your cmnmittee have not made 1hese remarks doubting the justice of the
general government in refunding the sum so to lH'' advanced, nor to divert
this legislature from the course proper to be pursued under existing circumstances; they have considered it a duty they are bound to perform in tlte
honest discharge of the trust reposed in them.
General lVIcArtlmr has made known to the Department of \\.,.ar that the
r~pplication, now under consideration, would be. made to this State, and,
if the measure is approved, a few days will place in General McArthur's
hantls power to art under tl1e authority of that department. In the mean
time the general will, by his express, be informed of the extent of the
danger which produced this appliration. From a careful examination of
the subject submitted, (so far as it has been in the power of your committee
to be informE;d,) they are of oyinion that it would not be advisable or con·
sistent, at this time, to appropriate any money for the purposes referred ;
but as soon as the necessary and expected information can be obtained,
your committee beg leave to report fully and finally on the subject.

.
CmLLICOTIIE,

December 21, 1814.

Sm: Agreeably to an order of the 1-tth instant, from the commanding
general, 8th military district, I have ascertained that ou oi about the first
of this month, there were clri ven from Urbana, Ly the contractor, one thousand hogs and upw·ards; it is supposed, on their arrival at Detroit they will
average 120 pounds. No cattle or flour has been sent since the 15th of
November last from that quarter by the contractor or agents, on either
Hull's road or by St. Niary's. I am informed by an agent of the contraetor
that he will haYe in deposite at St. Mary's, on or before the 15th January next, for transportation to Detroit, 3,000 barrels of flour, exclusive of
100 now there, and that he will have at the same deposite, on or before the
last of February, one thousand mor_e; he will also haYe in deposite at
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Zanes's and Manary's, for transportation by Hull's road, on or about the
middle ofJanuary, five hundred barrels of flour, exclusive of 130 intended
for Sandusky, and 100 now deposited at lV[anary's. 400 hogs, I presume,
have left that country to ?"0 by St. Mary's, as they were to start so soon
as the roads should be sufficiently frozen. It is doubtful whether he · will
be enabled to procure a further supply of hogs on foot within a short time;
he is, however, purehasing and putting up a considerable quantity of pork
at Urbana. There are deposited at Erie, Pennsylvania, 225 barrels flour
and 93 barrels whiskey, intended for Detroit This is the only deposite in
that quarte.r. This deposite vvas ordered for Detroit, but I presume it cannot be forwarded until the ice should answer for sledding. The contractor's agent also informs me that so soon as a sufficient deposite is made at
St. :Mary's, Zanes's, and l'vianary's, he will be prepared to transport it on
sleds to Fort :M:eigs, thence to Detroit, they being the only means at this
season.
The contractor's agents are now actually engaged procuring beef, pork,
aml flour for the troops on the lines; it is uncertain what quantity they
will or can procure beyond ·w hat is deposited. I am apprehensive that a
special commissary '''ill . meet with difficulties on the frontier in making
purchases of provisions to supply the troops on the lines; the hogs have
generaliy been purchased and driven off, principally eastward; beef is
scarce, there being none to be had except those stock feeding. I believe
flour may be had by early application at the mills on the Miami, and those
waters nearest the frontier. A sppply in this way, I apprehend, will cost
from 45 io 50 cents the ration, delivered at Detroit, <1S the only means of
transportation must be by land, which will make flour (delivered) per barre], from 28 to 30 dollars; pork and other parts of the ration in proportion.
Pork cannot now he had on the frontier for less than fol:lr dollars, and is
selling- at some places at $-! 50. Flour, I believe, can be delivered at
St. Mary's and Nianary's, at about eight dollars per barrel.
The above statement is founded on the best information I could procure
on the frontier, both from those engaged in purchasing 011 a1·count of the
contractor, and from citizens through the country whieh I passed.
Respedfully, I am, sir, your obeclient,
JAS. SvVEARINGEN,

Quadermaster General, 8th d-istn'ct.
ADJUTANT GENER AL's OFFICE,

8th district, Chillicothe, Okio.

A true

oopy frm11 the original,
C. S. TODD,

/)cting .lldJutant GeneTal,
Mr, Elisha Norton, of P;1insville, Geauga, before the committee, on be,.
ing interrogated, saith: That he knows of no pork salted at Grand river,
and is convincer! none could be salted up there without his knowledge,
VVhen at Philadelphia, understood, and has no (loubt of the fact, that three
hundred aiHl fifty or sixty hogs had lately been ch·iven on to Cleveland,
there to be salted for the use of the troops at Detroit. That Colonel Miller had arriverl at Erie, with about seven hundred. troops. That those
troops had no provisions belonging to the contractors, but \vere calculating
on getting supplied for a few days from the country. That the contractors
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for furnishing the posts at Erie are not the contractors that supply the 8th
military district. That Jacob Fowler's flour, to the amount of four hundred barrels, was at Waterford, about fourteen miles from Erie, and that
the contractors at Erie calculated to supply the troops at that post, after a
few days, by borrowing flour for a temporary supply of Jacob Fowler.
That the Champion, expected to have been loaclt·d for Detroit, about the
fii,st of December, with a load of flour and corn, had passed the mouth of
Grand river, where she was prevented from putting in by easterly winds, ,
and had proceeded to Detroit, with only about forty barrels of flour for ihe
troops, since which no flour has been sent to .Detroit from that quarter.
That up to the 14th of December the navigation of the lake was safe,
since which time it had become dangerous, and probably impracticable.
About the lOth or 11th of December, the Eagle was at Grand river, on
her way to Erie, (to wit, at Ashtabula,) where she was to dischargr. her
cargo, ·and take on board a load of Jacob Fowler's flour for Detroit; but
Mr. Norton is of opinion the voyage woulfl not, 1-:rithout great hazard, be
made.
ELISHA NORTON.
C:H!LLICOTHE,

December 25, 1814.

Mr. Hugh Glenn, one of the sub-contractors, having been requested to
attend on the committee, for the purpose of giving information, saith: That
not having been required by the commanding general, or any other officer,
to make out an exact report of the state n.nd situation of supplies, and not
having the necessary documents with him, can only state from his recollection of facts that he is knowing to, and such as have been reported by other
sub-contractors. And first on the subject of meat: the contractors have
made contracts with men of character and responsibility, (with good security,) for the delivery of six thousand five hundred head of hogs at Detroit,
in all January, but is induced to believe that a part will not be deliveredwhat part is not able to say; that the failure will result, if it takes place,
from a scarcity of hogs, unconnected with the price. The contractors received a letter last week from John Rogers, of Piqua, a man with whom a
eontract was made to deliver two hundred thousand weight of pork at Detroit, assuring them that he would comply with the whole of his contract;
that he had them then collected at different points, and shoul<l immediately
move them on to Detroit. Silvers, who had contracted for the delivery of
fifteen hundred head of hogs at Detroit, had proceeded on the Hull route
with twelve hundred head. The other three hundred head are collecting,
and will doubtless be delivered, in eonsequencc of the contractor's making
him an additional allowance on his contract. Samuel Cox, of Clinton,
with whom the contractors had made a contract for his delivering one thousand head of hogs at Detrmt, was seen at his house last ,~·eek by J\!Ir. Glenn.
Cox had then seven hundred and fifty head of hogs ready to clrive, and
would move them forward, so as to arrive at Delroit in all January. ]\/[r.
Glenn is doubtful whether Cox will comply with the balance of his contract. Davis & Hefiiing, of Xenia, had contracted to fleliver fifteen hundred head of bogs at Detroit; but owing to the scarcity of hogs in that
neighborhood, they 'vill not, it is expected, comply with their contract,
Arrangements have been made by the contractors to supply an equal quantity of rations in beef and pork; the principal contractor, Piatt, gave late
instructions to have any deficiency in the article of beef and pork supplied
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by immediate purchases at any price, al1(l that <1gents are now employerl
for that purpose. Mr. Glenn received certain information last evening th cl t
two hundred and scYenty head of fat cattle bave, ;....-ithin a fnv days, been
starting or driven out f;o1n Urbana for Detroit. And as to the st;bject of
flour, Mr. Glenn v.~as horn the 20th of October to the 9th N ovemher at De-troit. That previous to that time, Colonel 1\Tiller, the the11 commanding·
off-icer at Detroit, had _required the contr~ctors to ascertain the quantity of
surplus wheat in the settlement of Upper Canada, from which it could bt~
immediately conveyed to Detroit; that the contr:1.ctors reporterl that be-tween two and three thousand barrel~:> of flour could be collected withou 1:
injury to the inhabitants, to be collected in "\Vheat and flour. The commanding officer was directed by the general government to have all that
article purchased for the use of the go-rernment, bnt from some cause tha t
officer directed the contractors to purchase it. 1\Tr. Robert Piatt was left:
at Detroit, where he still remains, making those purchases and collections~
where he is well supplied v;rith funcls, having lately received upwards of ten
thousand dollars. :M r. Glenn cannot inform the committee what quantity
of flour .is novv deposited at St. 1\ii ary's; three thousand barrels are to be
delivered there befo re the first of February, under large and special contracts; two thousand barrels more are to Le added by small supplies from
persons liviDg in that neighborhood, vd1o will deliver the flour as the road
may serve. A SLtfficient quantity of boats are built and building to transport the flour dmvn the Miami of the lake, as soon as the water may serve,
which is to he relied on in 1\'Iarcb, and often h appens in February. Jacob
Fowler is now at Urbana providing sleds to forward from four to six hu·ndre(l barrels of flour, from settlements in that nei::rhborhooc1 to Detroit.
Nir. Glenn fmther states that the contractors L'hrrve been able to meet
every engagement they have made in purchasing supplies; and on all their
contracts for the purchase of pork they have a(lvanced one-half of the
amount of contracts, but that, in doing this, they have borrovved consideraule sums on the credit of the government, or rather on the credit of their
own drafts on the government. Some of these drafts have lately been accepted, but not promptly paid. How far this circumstance may affect their
future operations is yet to be determined; but the circumstance of a report
having gone out through the country that the contractors have failed in
their contracts, and that this State is about to interfere in furnis hing· provisions at the posts, has, anfl will continue to have, an injurious effect, both
on the credit of the contractors and the price of SLtpplies that may now be
purchasing, as well as to transportation. Should the drafts of the contractors soon be paid, (::sis confidently expected,) and the report be eventually eontradictecl of their having failed in their contracts, the contTactors
will fmd no difficulty in supplying the posts within th e eighth military district, in conformity to the requisitions heretofore made; but shon Jd their
drafts on the general government remain long unpaid, it wortlcl, joined with
the reports now in circulation, so far shake th e credit of the contractors as
to make it exceedingly difficult, if not impossible, for them to prosecute the
supplying of those posts to the extent of the requisition nude by the commanding general.
Mr. Glenn, on being asked the cause of the failure of proYisions at Detroit, answers, that the contractors have receivt:d no written communication
of a failure of supplies at that post, from any commanding offieer, or contractor, at Detroit; but supposes a deficiency, in some parts of the rations,
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may have taken place, from two causes. The first, that the ,:v-heat relied
on by government to be purchased, in Upper Canada, may not have l1een
collected as speedily as was contemplated; and, secondly, that the troops
of the late mounted expedition, for which the contractors were orderetl to
provide, on the St. Mnry's and Fort vVayne route, swldenly changed their
place of destination, and proceeded to Detroit, contrary to the expectation
of the contractors, and without any previous notice, which ·caused the issuing of upwanls of forty thousand rations at Detroit, that otherwise would
have been preserved for the troops at that post.

H. S. GLENN.
Taken <l own by

E. W.

'TuPPER,

Chairrnan of comm1:ttee of the 1-lo. of Reps.

CHILLICOTHE, Dece?nber 28, 1814
Sm: I am directed by the joint committee of both Houses, to whom was
referred the governor's eonfitlential communication, to inquire ·whether you
have received, by this day's mail, any instructions from the general government in any way connectefl ·with the subject referred to this committee ; or
·whether, since you attended on this committee, you h<1ve received fi:om Detroit any information changing the aspect of affairs in that quarter. If so,
the committee would thank you to have the goodness to communicate it, so
far as it is a proper subject for their inquiry, for their information.
I have the honor to be, your most obedient, humble servunt,
ED\VARD W. TUPPER,
Chairman of Comrnittee of the IIo. of Reps.
Tirig. Gen. IvicARTIIUR,
Cornmanding 8th m 'i litary district.

CHILLICOTHE, Decembet 30, 1814.
Sm: It was not until last evening that I \vas favored with your note of
the 28th instant.
In obedience to the request of the committee, I have the honor to inform
them that I have not receiYed any official advice either from the general
government or from Detroit, in any way connected vvith the subject before
them, since my last communication. Verbal reports say that the troops on
the lines are sufferin()" much on account of the scarcity of fuel and provisions.
The contractor's aCYe~ts
sav
that they are makino·
e,;ery possible
exertion
to
b
J
b
.
h
.
forward supplies to the lines, and are only prevented from fillmg t e ref}UIsitions for want of funds.
A letter dated Erie, Pennsylvania, on the 12th instant, from Colonel
Miller, of the 17th infantry, who is on his return from Buffalo to Detroit,
with the troops of the 17th and 19th regiments, states that the contr'actor
has failed, at that place, and that he hns been under the necessity of pur-
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chasing provisions, and eYery necessary for his troops, upon credit, and for
which ~e is individually accountable.
l Lave the honor to be, your obedient servant,
DUNCAN McARTHUR,
General EDWARD

vV.

B1·igad,ier Genentl U. S . .flnny,
Commanding military district .No. 8.
TuPPER,

ChaiTman of CO'mm?:ttee of the }fo. of R eps.

CHILLICOTHE,

December 31.

Captain Batteal Harrison, of the 2d Unitecl States regiment, on being- examined by the committee, says that he left Urbana about three days since,
and that on Sunday last J\l[r. Fowler, one of the sub-contractors, called on
him for a soldier to send express to Cincinnati, -vvith a letter from J\1ajor
Piatt, the contractor at Detroit, to Mr. Glenn, one of the sub-contractors
<lt Cincinnati, which letter lVIr. Fowler had opened and showed to Captain
Harrison. This letter containe<l a contract between Mr. Pi<ltt and a gentleman at Detroit, o;1 the river De French, for a considerable quantity of
flour, at fourteen dollars per barrel. :Mr. Piatt thought their means of obtaining flour at Detroit would preclude the necessity of the contractors in
this quarter sending flour till the spring opened ; Lut that they should rely
on the contractors here to furnish the posts with meat. lVIr. Fowler in. formed Captain Harrison that the letter from J\i[r. Piatt had very much relieved him, and would induce him to shorten the purchasing of flour in the
neighLorhood of Urbana. Captain Harrison furnished lVIr. Fo,vler with an
escort from his command, to proceed with seYeral hundred hogs to Fort
vVayne; also, with an escort for a drove of beeves, for Detroit; both of
which Captain Harrison understood would start on the :iOth instant. Captain Harrison understood by :Mr. Fowler that he would still send on some
flour to Detroit whenever the road served; but, as the flour could be procured at DctrQit m.uch cheaper than from this quarter, it would lessen the
quantity he should sentl out.
BATTEAL HARRISON,
Captain 2d r~fle regiment.

SATURDAY,

Decernbe1· 31, 1814.

'rhe joint committee of both houses, to \vhom \vas referred the governor's
cbmnmnicntion relating to the situation of our frontier posts, 'beg leave
finally to report :
That fnrther prosecuting their inquiries upon the subject to them referred,
your committee have the satisfaction to belieYe that the contractors will
abundantl.Y supply all our frontier posts with the meat part of the ration,
far beyond the amount required for any number of troops that may be stationed at those posts. This belief may be drawn from the report of Colonel
Swearingen, quartermaster general of the eighth military district, to General
McArthur, (a copy of which accompanies this report,) but more fully established by the facts communicated to this committee by Mr. Glenn, one of
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the principal sub-contractors; from which it '\viii appear, that in the prese11t
and next succeeding month, the contractors will have at Detroit a deposite
equal to six hundred thousand rations of me<tt, mw.:h of which has already
re<lchcd that post, and the rest to arrive tlH.Te in all January.
The deposites of flour now lll<lde ;md making on the waters .of tlic 1\Iiami
of the lake ·will, with the means of transportation nO\\T provided, secure
those posts against a possibility of ·want, \Yhcm'YCT those waters shall again
become navigable. If, then, there is cause of alarm remaining, it must
arise from a doubt whether the troops stationed at Detroit, or posts on the
Jakes, will be so str«itened for the bread part of the ration as to hazard
a surremler or an abandonment of those posts.
Your committee cannot place much reliance on an expectation thnt the
flour deposited near Erie will reach Detroit before the opening of the lake.
Five hundred harrels of flour are provi.dell at Urbana and Zanes's 1J1ockhouse, where the contractors arc making exertions in preparing slells, &c.,
to transport it to Detroit the moment the roads will serYc; and the present
state of ilH~ weather authorizes a hope tlmt 11our '"Till soon reach Detroit on
that route. \Vhile such anxiety here preYaiJs for the safety of that post, (if
those fears are not groundless,) there <1 ppears to lun·e ueen an nstonishing
remissness in the oflicers lately and now commanding at Detroit.
Your committee cannot learn thn.t any letters have reached the contractors furnishing supplies from this quarter, either from the comm<u)ding
general, the commanding oflicer Cit Detroit, or the contrnctor, Piatt, ibere
stationed for the purpose of purchasing the Canadi<m flour, representing
that post, in relation to provision, in a perilous situation, or requiring any
extraordinary exertions from this quarter for its support. It is ttUe that a
temporary scarcity might haYe taken place in November, occasione<l by a
sudden chmwe of the route of the late mounted ·expedition, which was not
originally intende(l to touch at or chaw supplies from Detroit, and for which
the contractors were ordered (as appears from 1VIr. Glenn's statement) to
prepare proYisioa on a very diifcrent route.
This change, and sudden entry of those troops into Detroit, occasionecl
the issuing oi' up\varc1s of forty tlwusawl ·rations at that post, w hic}l would
otherwise have bern preserYecl for the usc of the troops there stqtioned.
From the silence of the officer· lately commanding, an<l the contraetor now
stationed at Detroit, who ought to be the first to see, <mel ·would he the
first to feel the consequences resulting from a want of supplies, this committee cannot but in<lulge a hope that those officers Yie:w the means of
obtaining supplies in that quart~r a security against any hazanl that may ·
attend them, tmiil the proY!sions pror,uring by the contractors can he,
under their present arrangemrnt, t nmsported to tJ1eir relief. The report
of the quarkrmaster gtneral of this district to General McArthm, shows
that, in his opinion, tlte appoinhnPnt of a pur<'hasing commiss:n·y, on the
part of this SU1 te, wottld ue of liitlf' use or benefit; to bs opinion your
C011ltnittee may he permit ted to add, that such an appointment wot~ld materially tend to injure as wrH the pnldic interest as the rontractors; it would
occasion an immcdin te rise on the prt>sent prices of proYisions, hy creating a
competition hel\vecn tlw contractors ancl the conuniss:uy, 1he cvi Is of wllic,h
would continue to exi:-;t till the close ot' the war; it would l>e injurious to
the contractors, ns it would compel theu1 to make purchases and contimu~ ·
their transportation under all the emlJarrassments that would tmaYoidably
result from such a state of things. If further reaso11s were necessary to Le
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urged against ,ihe adoption of such a course, your committee might add
that, though the general government must have some time since been made
acquainted w-ith the situation of the post at Detroit, and the application
now under consideration, yet the commanding general has receiYed no
instructions authorizing him to pledge the government for any advances
that this State might make .in compliance with the wishes of that officer; it
would then become an act unauthorized by the government, injurious to
the public interest, and hazardous to the State, without producing the ben~
efits it was intended to secure.
Examining more fully the situation of the contractors to maintain their
credit, your committee are not so fully conYinced of the course proper to
he pursued. Though the contractors have, at all times, been able to meet
their engngements, it has often been effecte(l through their credit at the
hanks. Of late, some of their drafts on government, though honored, have
not been promptly paid. The contractors arc still in daily expectation of
receiving informfltion of the payment of those drafts; should ihey, in the
event, be disappointed, it will, joined with a report spreading abroral that
the contractors have failed, and that this State is preparing to furnish the
outposts, materially shake their credit, and extend its infltlence down to the
most minute transactions of their extensive·· operations. To guard against
the evils of such a state of things, your committee see but one course that
could, in· justice t~ the honor, interest, and security of this State, be
adopte~l. ·
· The state of our treasury authorizes a belief that from twenty to thirty
thol!sand dollars might be placed subject to the order of the Secretary of
the Treasury of the United States, for the express purpose of enabling the
eontractors to forward their supplies to our frontier posts, should their
drafts on government remain unpaid. Sueh a proposition your eommittee
deem worthy_the consideration of the legislature. Should the United States
accept the loan, it might, in the event of our assuming the direct tax, he
placccl to the credit of the State; or should this State finally decline the
assumption of that tax, your c.ommittee ha\'e no doubt that the United
States 'vill take the earliest opportunity to replace the money jn our treasury; ~ Such a course would rclie\-e the eontraetors from any embarrassment
under which they may labor, and greatly operate to the security of our
frontier.
All which is respectfully submitted.
Smcc. prepari~1g the foregoing report, your committee haxe obtained the
information frpm Captain Harrison, of the United States rifle corps, which
accompanies this report. Captain Harrison has just an·ived from Urb<ma ;
and it will appear, by hi:-: communication to this committee, that, on Sun. day last, an express arrived at U rb<ma, with a letter from IVIajor Piatt, con~
1. }ractor at
Detroit, to l\!Ir. Glenn, contractor · at Cincinnati ; which letter
was opened by ~Ir. Fo,vler, at Urbana, and its contents comniunicatcd to
Captain Harrison; Ly which it will appear that l'v1ajor Piatt considered the
post at Detroit would be sufficiently supplied with flour from that neighborhood till the spring suppli('s could arrive, and that he would only look
to the contractors in this quarter for the supplies of meat. H 0\YeYer pleasing
'.{his information may he, in ord er to guard against a possibility of failure,
your committee still recommend the proposition submitted for the consideration of the legislature,
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26, 1815.
I certify the foregoing to be correctly copied from the original re~aining
on file in my office.
J. McLANE.,
·, ,Secretary of the State of Ohio ..
JULY

Reference to documents and evidence touchinf{ the claim of the rep'resenta ..
tives of John H. Piatt, deceased.

The contract of January 26th, 1814-copy sent to the cmmhittee.
.
The suspension (j specie payments by the banks about September lOth,
1814, the•consequent general derangement of the currency and rise of pri..
ces, the fact th_a t the govermnent received and disbursed depreciated bank
nr!)tes, is of general history, and within the mcm01:y of all who were in ac.
.
·
tive life at the time.
That the government could not meet its current expensrs in the fall of
1814; that its treasury warrants, when issued, were, in many instances)
not convertible into cash, but used as collateral security on which to raise
currency, .is remembered by those in the city who were engaged in dealing·
in money and funds. -It is also proved by evidence in this case, to which I
will by and by refer. .
That John H. Piatt presented his accounts for settlement regularly, as rc-.
quired by the contract, see certificate of Peter Hagner.
That he was in advance from $200,000 to $300,000 in December, 18l.J,
appears by an analysis of his account as stated by the Second Comptroller,
(House Reports, &e., 1823-'·+, val. 1, Doc. 21, p. 28 ;) also from a letter
of the Han. John lVIcLean to }'Ir. lVIonroe, dated January 5th, 1816, p. 14
same document.
That Piatt's (\rafts on the Secretary of \Var were at this time under protest to the amount of ffl'l-W,OOO, see the letter of Bon. John lVIcLean
above referred to; sec, also, for the exact sum, Peter Hagner's certified
statement of his account, p. 1, co~npared with the Second Comptroller's
statement of penalties paiJ on protested drafts, (same doc., pp. 2(:) and 27 ;)
deposition of Samuel Newell, Ohio doc., folio;),
That these protests injured the credit of Piatt; that it alarmed the t·,ountry for the safety of the northwestern army ; that the cost of provisions
and expense of transportation had become enormous, see Colonel Swearingen's report, marked D_, and Ohio document, passim.
That a requisition for ~00,000 rations was made on Piatt in the deplh of
winter, (December 26th, 1814,) see the requisition marked K; and see,
also, Piatt's letter to Hugh Glenn, January 10, 1815, House document.
above cited, p. 20.
That Piatt came to Washington to surrender his contract, in December,
1814-his belief that he had a right to relinquish it because it was ,-iolated
in an essential part-and the fact that he knew and claimed that it had
become a ruinous contract, by the Yery inability of the government to comply with its stipulations, are proved by the letter of Hon. John McLean,
above cited; same to Hon. John Sergeant, February 9th, 1823, pp. 21; 22;
statement of James Morrison, February 16th, 1820, pp. 17 and 18.
That he had a right to abandon the contract is clear, from the stipulation~
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·of the paper itself-the nature and necessities of the service to be performed
-the well established custom of the department in lik cases-and the very
heavy amount of the arrears due Piatt, for which his paper, drawn on the
department, had been dishonored, and his credit shaken.-See also the opinion of the Hon. John McLean, expressed in his letter to Mr. Monroe, of
June 5, 1816, p. 15, in which he says: "It is my opinion that Mr. Piatt,
on the failure of the government to make advances, was no longer bound
by his contract. Had he withheld his supplies, he would not have been
liable to dam::tges." And he adds, that Piatt "might have accumulated a
fortune, if he had done so."
It will be seen that Judge McLean does not state the rna ter of fact in all
its strength: the government had not only failed to make advances, but
had failed to pay a heavy balance actually incurred.
But the committee of the House, in a report made by the Hon. John
Sergeant, chairman, sustain the right of Mr. Piatt fully to abandon on both
grounds-p. 11-and the chairman in his report ::>.ccumula tes many important circumstances to sustain the opinion.
That Mr. Monroe promised him indemnity, and that Piatt went on and
furnished the supplies on the faith of that assurance, is proved by Hon.
John McLean, p. 14; Tench Ringgold, p. 19, (in a letter volunteered to
·defeat the claim;) the statement of Morrison, pp. l7 and 18, and letter of
Judge McLean, pp. 21 <1;nd 22; also the act of May&, 1820, recognising·
these assurances, and. the facts and arguments in the report referred to,

p. 4.

.

.

.

The cost per ration, which is the basis of the statemr:J.t made by the
Second Comptroller, p. 28, (A) is shown to be correct by the statements of
Colonel Swearingen, (D) and " by thirteen depositions remaining in the
Second Comptroller's office." Report January 9, 1824, p. 10. (These depo.sitions we have not seen.)
That Piatt was broken down and ruined by the failure of the government
to refund him the money thus .[enerously advanced by him, is pro\ed by
the letters of J. Burnet, Jesse Hunt, John McLean, pp. 21 to 24; andreport of the committee, p. 5.
We would call the attention of the committee of I he Senate especially to
the facts and arguments of a committee of the House, on the 3d of March,
1823, and also on the 9th of January, 1824; also to the two letters of the
Hon. John McLean, appended to the last named report. They show
throughout an estimate of the high character of Mr. Piatt for integrity
.an~ patriotism, and, being in a m~asure contempor~ry, are entitl d to much
wetght.
That the statements of Tench Ringgold, so far as they impeach this claim,
are injurious' and t~tlse, appears by the statement of Piatt's account by the
officers of the treasury and the Looks of the Bank of the Metropolis.
The $20,000 so circumstantially charged by Ringgold was never paid to
Piatt; it is not in the Auditor's account; it is not on the books of the Bank
of the Metropolis. Mr. Piatt purchased no stock in the bank in the winter
of 1814-'15, and paid on stock already purchased but a few hundred
dollars.
W·e suppose he was not a subscriber for the U. S. loan, as no trace of
sueh subscription can be found ; as it is certain that the contract ruined him,
instead of making him a large fortune.-Vide letters cited above·.
As to the report in 1840, Senate Docs. 1839-'40, vol. 3, Doc. 87, the com2
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m.ittee rely upon the constr-uction gin'n by Tench Ringg(,ld to the assurances
of lvir. Monroe. The case shows that Ringgold was so strongly prejudiced
against the claim that his statements of fact making against it are wide of
the truth. (Vide evidence referrerl to above.) It is therefore manifestly
unsafe to make him the legal expounder of the contraet. The Hon. John
McLean, who "'Nas present, and largely instrumental in inducing Piatt to
go on and furnish supplies, gave it a differeEt construction. (Report,
1823-'4, Doc. 21, p. 22.) So did the committee of the House, ubi supra. ·
So did Congress in the act of1VIay 8, 1820. So must any sound jurist who
takes into view the nature of the service and the practice of the department.
The committee, in their report, p. 3, adduce as evidence, that Piatt was:
not entitled to the allowance under these assurances, his claim for rationsfurnished the Indians .and distressed inhabitants of .IVIichigan, in which he
does not rely on such assurance.
The copy of Piatt's account from the Third Auditor's office shows that
this claim accrued prio1· to January 1st, 1815, ai1d therefore these assurances:
could not apply to it.
Tbe committee, p. 3 of their report, find no e'v idence that the government had failed to honor. Piatt's drafts.
The statement of Judge :McLean, of Tench Ringgold, the settlement of
Piatt's account~ in which the governmPnt pays a penalty for their dishonor,,
and the copy of the account stated by the Third Auditor, (page 1,) establish
th]s fact.
The committee, in continnance, say that Piatt was bound to present his
account at least once in thrt>e months, and that no such account appea1·s to·
have been rendered.
The certificate of Peter Hagner shows that sut:h account was rendered
August 6 and November 4, from which, of course, less than three months:
elapsed to January 1st, and Tench Ringgold says tbat }..-1r. Monroe promised
that these accounts should be immediately investigated ; wh~ch. shows that
these accounts were du1y presented, and that delay in adjusting them was.
one cause of complaint, on the part of Piatt, against the department.
The committee, page .4, say that the extra costs of rations arose principally from the increased expense of transportation in the depth of winter,.
and that Piatt ought not to be allowed "any such projit."
How the cost of transportation could .be a "projit'.' to Piatt is not easily
unclerstood. He had an alarmingly small amount of provisions on the frontier in advance, owing to the discredit of his drafts on govermpent. (Ohi<>
Doc., folio 1, 1\IIcArthur's letter.)
McArthur's requisition, December 26, 1814, "in the depth of. u·intc'r,"
was for 800,000 rations. Piatt delivered out, after January 1, 1815, 865,935 .rations, and he claims as coming within the assu1·ances but 781,480;
the residue, 83,455 rations, seems to have been furnished without additional
CDst. (House Docs. 1823-'4, p. 30, letter of 3d Auditor to the committee.)
There was a wrong impression, on the part of that committee, as to the
claim of Piatt. He asked no speculation or profit, hut simple indemnity,
and Judge :McLean expresses the opinion that $100,000, in addition to the
amount he claimed, would not more than repair the loss sustained hy his
pD~rjotic exertions.
(House Doc. 21, p. 22.)
VVc would respectfully refer, also, to the report f the committee of the
Senate, 183:3-'4, (Senate Docs., vol. 6, p. 488,) and to the accompanying
lette.r of the 2d Comptroller, p. 14, with this cxp1anat1on-that he there
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by mistake, deducts from th balance due Piatt's representatives $2,630 73,
·which had been already deducted, (in Doc. 21, p. 28, 1823-'4, above referred to ;) and he thus reduces the balance to $128,878 17, whereas it is
in truth $131,508 00, .ts in the document last referred to is clearly shown .

..flrticle of ag-reem~nt rnadP on the twentJI·-sixth ay of Jan wry, .11. D.
one thousand eight h1.mdred m1d fo1.lrteen, between Joln Armstrong,
Secretary for the Department of Wa1· of the United States of .limeTica,
of the one part, and John H. Piatt, of the town ~l Oincinnat:, i ~ t!w
State of Ohio, of the other pad.

This agreement witne ·eth, that the ·aid Jobn Armstrong, for and on
behalf of the United States of America, and the said John H. Piatt, his
heirs, executors and administrators, havf' mutually coYenanted and agr ed,
and by these presents do mutually coYenant and agree, to and with ench
other, as follow ·, viz:
1st. That the said John H. Piatt, his heir:, executor , or administrator,
·shall supply and issue all rations, to consist of the articles hereinafter specified, that shall be requested of him or them, for the use of the United
States, at all and every place or places where troops may be stationed,
marched, or recruited, within tl~e limits of the States of Ohio and Kentucky,
.and of the Michigan Territory and northern vicinity, thirty days' notice
being given of the post or place where rations may be wanted, or the number of troops to be furnished on the march, from the first day of June,
-eighteen hundred and fourteen, to the thirty-fir" t day of May, eighteen
hundred and fifteen, both days inclusive, at:the following price , that is to
say, at any place where rations shall be issued : at Detroit, Fort Wayne,
and their vicinities, fo r twenty cents the ration; at Chicago and Mich·ilimackinac for twenty-three cent~ the ration; at any other place where
troops are or may be stationed or recruited, in the Michigc:n Territory, or
in Canada, in the vicinity of he upper lakes, and in the State of Ohio,
'nortl1 of the Indian boundary and west of Cleveland, at nineteen cents the
ration, except at St. Joseph's, and such other posts as may be e&1:ablished
·on the Canada shore of said lakes, where the price of the ration shall be
twenty-three cents ; at all other places in the State of Ohio, at sixteen
cents the ration ; and at all places within the State of Kentucky, at thir.teen cents eight mills the ration. Where the price of the ration is twenty
-cents, the prices of the component parts thereof shall be for meat seven
cents, for bread or flour seven cents, liquor five cents, small parts one cent;
·where the price of the ration is twenty-three cents, the price of the component parts thereof shall be for meat eight cents, bread or flour eight
cents, liquor six cents, small parts one cent; where the price of the ration is
·nineteen cents, the price of the componPnt parts thereof shall be for meat
'S even cents, bread or flour seven cents, liquor four cents, small parts one
cent; where the price of the ration is sixteen cents, the price of the c mponent parts thereof shall be fo r meat six cents, for bread or flour six cens,
liquor three cents, small parts one cent; where the price of the rationis
ihirteen cents eight mills, the price of the component parts thereof shall be
for meat four cents nine mills, for bread or fl0ur four cents nine mills, liquor
three cents, small par . one ent; the price of th c mponent parts of the
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small parts of rations shall be, for candles twenty cents per pound, twelve cents:
per pound for soap, four cents per quart for salt, and three eents five milk
per quut for vinegar.
2d. That all the rations to be furnished and delivered by virtue of this:
contract shall consist of the following articles, viz: one pound and a
quarter of beef, or three quarters of a pound of salted pork, eighteen
ounces of bread or flour, one gill of rum, whiskey, or brandy, and at the
rate of two quarts of ~alt, four quarts of vinegar, four pounds of soap, and·
one and a half pound of candles, to every hundred rations; it is understood that it shall be in the option of the general or officer commandingan army, or a great military district, in all cases not otherwise provided for ·
by this contract, to direct when and how often fresh or salted meat shall
be issued by general orders, to be promulgated a reasonable time before the
issue is to commence; that the contractor shall always issue flour two days~
in every week, and the option of bread or flour for the remainder of the
week to be with the contractor.
3d. That supplies shall be furnished by the said John H. Piatt, his heirs,.
executors, or administrators, at the fortified place am military post that
are or may be established in the limits aforesaid, upon the requisition of the
commandant of the army or post, in such quantities as shall not exceed
what is sufficient for the troops to be there stationed, for the space of
three months in arlvance, in good and wholesome provisions, consisting of
due proportions of all the articles forming the ration. It is understood,_
that if the contractor shall be requested to deposite provisions at one place·
or post, and shall afterwards be requested to move them, to be delivered at
another place or post, the expense of transportation to such place or post
to be borne by the United States; it is also understood, that all supplies·
are to be originally delivered at the post where they may be requested,.
without expense to the United States.
4th. That whenever and so often as the provisions stipulated to be fur-nished under this contract shall, in the opinion of the commanding officer·
of the post or place where they are offered to be issued, be unsound, unfit
for use, or of an unmerchantable quality, a survey shall be held thereon by
two disinterested persons, one to be chosen by the commanding officer, and
the other by the said John H. Piatt, or his agent, and in case of disagreement a third person to be chosen by mutual consent, who shall have power ·
to condemn such part of the provisions as to them may appear unfit for ·
use; but if the said John H. Piatt, or his agent, shall fail to appoint a
person to inspect the provisions, after notice in writing, it shall be permit- ted to the said commanding general to appoint such persons as he may think
proper to inspect the provisions under oath, with power to condemn as
aforesaid ; and all provisions eondemned under such survey or inspection
may be destroyed by the commanding officer.
5th. That the commanding general, or person appointed by him at each
post or place, in case of absolute failure or deficiency in the quantity of
provisions contracted to be dilivered an(l issued, shall have power to supply
the deficiency by purchasing at the risk and on account of the said John
H. Piatt, his heirs, executors, or administrators.
6th. That all losses sustained by depredations of the t-11emy by means of
the troops of the United States, in articles intended to complete rations to
be tlelivered under this contract, being the property of the contractor, as
well as in other property necessarily used in transporting the same, shall be ~
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paid for at the contract price of the ration, or the component parts, and at
an ilppraised value of the other articles, on the deposition of one or more
creditable characters, and the certificate of a commissioned officer, when
the same can be obtained, ascertaining the circumstances of the Jo sand the
amount of the articles for which compensation is claimed.
7th. That escorts and guards for the safety of the provisions for the protecting of the cattle against an enemy shall be furnished whenever, in
the opinion of the commanding officer of the army or of any post, to whom
application may be made, the same can be done without prejudice to the
service, and that the said John H. Piatt, his heirs, executors, or administrators, shall not be accountable for any deficiency of supplies at any of the
aforesaid posts or places, if it shall appear upon satisfactory proof that uch
deficiency was occasioned by the want of proper escorts and guards.
8th. That at all stationary posts proper storehouses shall be procured
on the part of the public for the reception and safe-keeping of the provisions deposited from time to time at such posts respectively, and the contractor shall suffer no loss for want of such stores.
0th. That the said John H. Piatt, his heirs, executors, or administrators,
shall render his or their accounts to the accountant of the Department of
War, for settlement, at least once in eYery three months, agreeably to snch
form as by the said accountant may be established and made known to him.
lOth. That all such a(hances of money as may be madt to the said John
II;. Piatt, his heirs, executors, or administrators, for and on account of the
supplies to be furnished pursuant to this contract, and all such sums of
money as the commanding officer of the troops or recruits that are or may
be within the limits aforesaid may cause to be disbursed, in order to procure supplies, in consequence of any failure on the part of the said John
H. Piatt, his heirs, executors, or administrators, in complying with the
requisitions herein contained, shall be duly accounted for by him or
them, by way of set-off against the amount of uch supplies, and the surplus, if any, paid to the United States immediately after the expiration of
the term of this contract, together with an interest, at the rate of six per
cent. per annum, from the time of such expiration until the same shall be
actually repaid; and that if any balance shall, on any settlement of the accounts of the said John H. Piatt, his heirs, executors, or administrators, be
found to be due to him or them, for or on account of the rations which shall
be supplied pursuant to this agreement, the same shall immediately be paid,
and that no unnecesNary or unreasonable delay on the part of the officers of
the United States ...,hall be given to the settlement of the accounts of the
said John H. Piatt, his heirs, executors, or administrators; Provided, however, that no member of Congress shall have any share or profit in this
contract, or in any benefit to accrue therefrom.
In witness whereof, the said Secretary of War, for and on behalf of the
United States, hath hereunto sub. cri bed his name and affixed his seal of the
war office of the United States, and the said John H. Piatt hath hereunto
set his hand and seal, the day and year first above written.
JOHN ARMSTRONG. [SEAL.]
DANIEL pARKER,
GEoRGE

BoYD,

JtVitnesses to the sig'1'L ing of the Secretary of War.

----

Witnesses to the' S'igning of John H. Piatt.
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Vvhereas, by a certain agreement, made on the twenty-sixth day of January last, between John Armstrong, Secretary of War, and John H. Piatt,
of Cincinnati, in the State of Ohio, it was stipulated; that the said John H.
Piatt shall furnish the troops of the United States according to said agreement and contract hereunto annexed; now, therefore, it is agreed between
them, the.said John Armstrong and John H. Piatt,
lst. That an inventory Rhall be taken as soon as possible, which shall
comprise all such supplies as shall have been actually delivered on or before
the last day of May, one thousand eight hundred <md fourteen, and shall
on this day remain unexpended either at the deposites of the present contractors, Orr and Greedy, or the public deposites mdered by the commanding general, of district number eight.
2d. That the inventory shall be taken in the presence of the commanding
officer of the post and the party of the second part of this agreement, or
his agent, and duplicate receipts given therefor by the said party of the
second part, or his agents, expressing the quantity and quality of each article, or the said deposites may be rectived and receipted for by order of
the commanding general, in such manner as he may direct.
3d. That the party of the second part shall account to the United States
for all the supplies which shall be receipted for, as in the preceding article,
he being allowed, however, a deduction of twelve and a half per cent., as
a full allowance for leakage, wastage and damage, of whatever nature, excepting such losses only as may be occasioned by water, fire, an enemy, or
by troops of the United States.
4th. That the party of the second part shall issue all the supplies, as
aforesaid, to the troops at the seYentl posts, in rations, to consist as follows, viz: eighteen ounces of bread or flour, one pound and a quarter of
beef or three quarters of a pound of pork, one gill of rum, brandy, or
whiskey, and at the rate of two quart· of · salt, four quarts of vinegar, four
pounds of soap, unll one pound and a half of candles, to every hundred
rations.
5th. The first party shall pay or cause to be paid to the said party of the
second part, one cent for every ration issued, as before recited, as a fuH
compensation for his trouble and expense in issuing' the same.
In witness whereof, the said Secretary of War, on behalf of the United
States, hath hE>reunto subscribed his name and affixed the seal of the war
office of the United States, and the said John H. Piatt hath hereunto set
his hand and seal, the twentieth day of May, one thou and eight hundred
().nd fourteen.
JOHN ARMSTRONG. (sEAL.)
DANIEL PARKER,
GEoRGE BoYD,

Witnesses to the

si.~·ning

IN HousE

of the Secretary of War.

OF REPRE 'ENTATIVEs -Jrfa.y

J 6, 1850.

The Committee of Claims, to whom VJa3 referred tlw petz:tio of the legal
representatives of John H. Piatt, report:

It appears fro:n the papers herewith reportetl and printed, that John H.
Piatt was a contractor for supplying the northwestern army during the last
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war with England; that up to December, ltH4, he supplic·d the army under his contract ; that at that time he claimed, on account of the default
of the government, to have virtually abandoned his contract, and that the
supplies which he subsequently furnished were furnished not under the contract, but under an assurance from Mr. Monroe, the Secretary of War,
that he should be reimbursed and saved harmless. It nppears that he furnished all the supplies required for the public service in that section of the
country during the war, and that he was paid for all at the contract pric~;
and upon an adjustment of his accounts, if the contract was to be considered
as covering the whole time, he would be indebted to the government $48)230 7.7. For this indebtedness he was sYed by the government. Mr.
Piatt, however, clmmed the supplies furnished after the first of January, 1815, (about 800,000 rations) to have been furnished under the
assurances of Mr. Monroe, and not under the contract, and therefore
claimed that he was entitled to the difference between the contract price
(about twenty cents) of the greater part of the 800,000 rations and the
actual cost of the same, (about forty-five cents per ration .) On this Mr.
Piatt and the government were at issue. In 1824, Congress passed an act
authorizing a restatement of his account in conformity to the claim of Mr.
Pifltt, and an application of the balance in his f~tvor, if any, for supplies
furnished under the assurances, to the balance due from him under the contract. Upon such restatement of his accoun~, there was found due him
under the assurances, for rations furnished after tlwy were given-being the
ifference between the contract price and the ac.tual cost-the sum of
$179,739 67. The accounting officers applied the sum of $48,230 77 of
this to balance his account with the government ; and as the act made no
provision for the payment of the balance to him, no payment thereof has
ever been madP. The heirs of Mr. Piatt ctsk the payment of the balance
0f $131,.508 90, claiming- the action of Congress to be a full recognition of
the justiee of Nir. Piatt's claim under the assurances; and the Committee
of Claims, by :Mr. Crowell, reported a bill for its payment to the last Congress, upon which no actio11 was had, and which is herewith again reported.
The attention of the committee has been called by the officers of the
govermnent to the fact, said to have been discovered upon an investigation
required by a committee of the Senate, that large allowances, under the
contract, were made to 1\IIr. Piatt by mistake or otherwise, to which he was
not entitled. The result of that investigation, so far as the same has been
rmHle, is reported herewith. The committee are of opinion that if any
allowance is maue to the heirs of said Piatt, there should be deducted therefrom whatever sums may, upon a thorough investigation, be found to have
been, ~y mistake or otherwise, allowed to said Piatt in the settlement of
his accounts unr-1er the eontract. They therefore append a proviso to the
bill.
.

